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I hope this “Connect” find everyone safe and well. 
 
This week, I want to begin by updating you on some important scheduling information at the conference 
and global church levels. First, the annual meeting of the Great Plains Annual Conference that was 
originally scheduled for May 27 through May 30 in Topeka has been cancelled. Instead, we will have a 
teleconference on May 30 to take care of some pressing business, including the setting of 
appointments. The plan is to have our annual in-person meeting in October, likely the 1st through the 
3rd, in Grand Island. General Conference, which was to occur in May this year, has been postponed 
until 2021, the dates are yet to be determined. 
 
On the home front, I wish to share my delight in how people of the Chadron United Methodist Church 
are being of service to others at this time. We have folks delivering meals for the Senior Center and for 
the school system. People are also helping out with noon meals at Closer to Home. Also, I know of five 
individuals who are making masks for the hospitals. I am pleased that we are continuing to reach out 
through telephone calls to check on each other. The church is still being the church, even as we 
practice social distancing.  
 
If you are not involved with any of the above projects, let me tell you how you can be active. Both of the 
food programs are being coordinated by Northwest Community Action Partnership (NCAP). If you 
would like to volunteer to help, please sign up as a volunteer at https://slotted.co/help-in-chadron. If you 
would rather support NCAP through monetary donations, please do that here: 
https://www.ncap.info/get-involved/donate.html. If you would like to make masks, please contact Jane 
Druecker at 308-430-5439. If you would like to make telephone calls to members of the church to check 
on their well-being, please contact Janice German at 308-430-0756. 
 
Today, another opportunity to help those in need came through my email inbox. UMCOR has begun a 
COVID-19 response fund. There is a donation page that I was going to link in this article but it is a long 
link so I will simply share in on our Facebook page. Please be on the look-out for it. 
 
On the spiritual side of life, we have received the most recent copy of the Upper Room devotionals at 
the church. However, with the church closed at the moment, no one can access them. The Upper 
Room is aware of this problem and is offering the May/June issue as a downloadable PDF. It is 
available at this link: 
https://www.upperroom.org/news/1151?fbclid=IwAR1UV0C6vkCbIpLppgY5gEBaAU1ohl9OWL9ZlyQEa
W4VZ0IWM-pf3iaSg3w.  
 
Lastly, I will share some words of wisdom that I heard on a webcast today, “We should not just be a 
people of hope but we should be living hope to a world that needs it” (Stan Reiff, Consulting Practice 
Lead and Partner at CapinCrouse). His words echoed the proclamation of the Epistle reading from last 
Sunday, “By [God’s] great mercy, he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…” (1 Peter 1:3).  
 
Thank you for all you do in service for the Chadron United Methodist Church and for the community. 
You are living hope. Thanks be to God! 
 
Pastor Bonnie 
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