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Since the Chadron United Methodist Church has suspended regular activities until at least April 1, this 
is the first of what I envision to be a weekly update. These updates will continue until we return to 
normal activities. 
Let me begin by saying, the call to halt all events at the church was not an easy decision but, under the 
circumstances, it seemed to be the right action. On Friday, March 13, 2020, Governor Ricketts signed 
an emergency declaration addressing the myriad of concerns surrounding the rapid spread of the novel 
coronavirus. This emergency declaration adopted the guidelines from the White House that 
discourages gatherings larger than ten people. That same day, Bishop Saenz released a statement 
strongly suggesting every local church in the conference suspend all activities. On Monday, I attended 
two different meetings, one hosted by Panhandle Public Health District, both of which encouraged 
social distancing and the discontinuation of large gatherings. As a result, I felt it was irresponsible to 
continue to hold services and other events at the church. 
In response to the suspension of church events, we are trying to ascertain the best ways to keep in 
contact with the congregation. Due to the long-lived nature of the virus, we will no longer be sending 
cards of any kind. In place of this ministry, we are implementing calling branches. Volunteers from the 
church will soon begin calling persons associated with the Chadron United Methodist Church twice a 
week. The purpose is twofold: 1) to maintain contact with each other and, 2) to ask if the person are in 
need of groceries or other supplies. The person making the call may not be able to provide for those 
needs but will find someone who can. If you would like to volunteer for this ministry, please contact 
Janice German at 308-430-0756 or jegerman13@gmail.com. 
As for worship, we intend to broadcast via YouTube Live on Sunday, March 22 at our regularly 
scheduled time. There will be a link to YouTube on our website, which is https://www.chadronumc.org/. 
Also, I have asked Melody to post the order of worship on Facebook and our website. The worship itself 
will be an abbreviated service. There will be no music. You do not want me to sing a capella, as that 
would be a disaster, and we must be mindful of copyright infringement when broadcasting via the 
internet. My intention, for now, is to have a pastoral prayer and give the message. 
In regards to joys and concerns, if you have something you want me to raise up as a joy or a concern 
during the pastoral prayer, please email me at bmccord@greatplainsumc.org or text my cell phone at 
308-289-1185. Keep in mind, the prayer will be broadcast to anyone who has access to YouTube so 
please secure permission to share the prayer request if it is about someone besides yourself. 
Lastly, for convenience, we are adding an online giving option to our website. We will also post a link to 
it on our Facebook page. If you wish to use this option and need help using it, please contact me or 
Melody. We will walk you through it. Of course, we will continue accept checks. Most importantly, we 
thank you for whichever way you choose to financially support the church, especially during these 
uncertain times. 
This situation is disconcerting but if we maintain strong connections as the body of Christ, we will get 
through it. Please call me if I can be of assistance, if you need prayer, or if you have ideas on how the 
church can be in ministry with the church and the community in a time of social distancing and isolation. 
Until next time, be comforted by these familiar words from Psalm 23:  

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads 
me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and 
your staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long. 

Pastor Bonnie 
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