
847 SHELTON STREET 
CHADRON NE  69337 

(308) 432-2866 
REV. BONNIE MCCORD 

(308) 289-1185 
chadronmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS 8-12 M-F 
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Worship With Us 
 

 
Sunday Worship Service 

 
Chadron UMC 

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study 
9:00 AM Children’s & Youth Sunday School 

(PreK-4th and 5th & 6th Grades) 
10:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
 

Potluck Dinner 4th Sunday of every Month 
Birthday Offering last Sunday of every Month 

 
Contemplative Worship 

Wednesday’s at 5:30 in the Chapel 



Thanksgiving Day is one of my favorite holidays. It is a time for bonding over food 
preparation, enjoying good food, and gathering with family and friends. I lament the 
fact that it has been overshadowed by the commercialization of Christmas, which 
draws our attention to Christmas weeks before Thanksgiving Day arrives. Although 
the following prayer is intended for the days just prior to Thanksgiving Day, most of 
it is appropriate for pondering between now and then. I hope your Thanksgiving Day 
is full of love, joy, blessings, and the presence of the Lord. 

Pastor Bonnie  
 

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

Written by Rev. Marsha Woolley, pastor of Newburg United Methodist Church in Livonia, Michigan 
(http://www.readthespirit.com/explore/2007/11/20/043-thanksgiving-on-a-song-and-a-prayer.html) 

 

What is necessary, O Gift-giving God, for us to have a fulfilling Thanksgiving? Our heads are already busy making 
plans for this festive day. Many have been to the store, groceries are bought, recipes are laid out, and soon the turkey will 
thaw. 
 

What are the necessary ingredients for this day, O God? 
 

For some, it will be Thanksgiving when all the traditional foods are put on the table, and someone calls, "Come and get 
it!" 
For some, it will be when all the family arrives home again, and all are gathered together. 
For some, it will be when they leave the hustle and bustle of the airport's busiest travel day. 
For some, it will be when that phone call comes from the loved one who is not present, who cannot make it across state, 
or across country, or across the walls that alienate or define a broken relationship. 
For some, it will come when the meal is over, leftovers are put away, and dishes are done. 
 

What will make it Thanksgiving for each of us this year, O God?  
 

Remind us again it isn't about food, but about remembering and giving thanks. 
Remind us it isn't about stressing out, but about experiencing family and relationships. 
Remind us it doesn't matter what we eat, but that everyone has something to eat. 
Remind us it isn't about everyone being together, as much as it is about everyone being with someone, about no one   
being alone. 
Remind us it isn't as much about giving thanks with our lips as it is about living thankfully with our lives. 
Remind us again, O God, it is not about what we have been able to acquire materially, but about what we are aware of 
spiritually -- that it is never about what we have gotten ourselves, but about what we have given to others. 
 

So may each one who gathers around a table filled with food remember one who is hungry. 
 

May each one, surrounded by family, remember one who is lonely or alienated. 
May each one who has so very much, be motivated to give to one who has little. 
May each one who is warm and comfortable in their home remember one who is without a home, or necessary heat, or a 
place to lay their head. 
May each one who laughs with joy remember one whose life right now is without joy. 
May each one whose heart overflows with love for another remember one whose heart is broken over a loved one gone. 
May each one who knows family harmony and peace be reminded of one whose family relationships are complex and 
mired with too much history and too little reconciliation. 
 

O God, are not these the necessary ingredients for each of us who gather to give thanks this week? Do you not call us to 
always treasure the blessings and do you not beckon us to always share of what we have? Do you not call us to the table, 
with one hand reaching forth in humble thanks for all we receive, and the other hand reaching out with all we have to 
give? 
 

“Come ye thankful, people come” we sing. And, we are here.  
“Now thank we all, our God” And, we do.  
“What gift can we bring?” We bring ourselves, in grateful response to all the gifts you offer to us.  
 

We gather around your table, O God, where all are invited, where each is fed, and where none, by your grace, is ever 
alone. Continue to feed us, O God, in your living and loving ways. Amen.  
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 Fellowship Hosts:  
 Board of Trustees 
 
 

 
Communion Server   
Sharon Rickenbach 
 

 
Liturgists  
November 5—Stephanie Baumgarten 
November 12—Fran Grimes 
November 19—Rob Wahlstrom 
November 26—Jane Druecker 

 
Camera Operators (When equipment is repaired*) 

November 5—Bob Rickenbach 
November 12—Scott Roberts 
November 19—Bob Hawthorne 
November 26—Rob Wahlstrom 
 

Ushers & Greeters 
November 5 & 12—Marc, Heidi, Sophie 
& Owen Wess 
November 19 & 26—Linda Thayer, 
Janice German, Fran Grimes & Sharon 
Davis 
 

 
Potluck Hosts   
Outreach & Mission 

   

2 Kellee Gooder 
3 Morgan Bruhn 
5 Tiara Rosane 
6 Colleen Harford 
6 Amy Trueblood 
9 Sybil Berndt 
9 Courtney Demaree 
10 Michele Rickenbach 
13 Susan Sanford 
14 Gavin Fox 
14 Belle Lecher 
15 Kellie Waugh 
17 Allen Alderman 
17 Justin Haag 
19 Tanee Stokey 
19 Kimmi Smith 
20 Cy Hartman 
20 Alex Herbert 
24 Marisa Holmes 
25 Curtiss Bruhn 
25 Orion James Herbert 
26 Lonnie Snyder 
27 Dee Schmaljohn 

*TV Ministry 

We recently had the piece of equip-

ment break which allowed us to 

broadcast services across Channel 2—

Great Plains Communication.  The 

equipment has been picked up by Great Plains and 

sent for repairs.  Great Plains was unable to give us a 

timeline for expected repairs; so stay tuned and it will 

be announced once everything is working again! 

Thank you everyone for your patience. 

 1 Michael & Caitlin Wahlstrom  

 5 Merle & Vicky Morford 

16 Scott & Joni Roberts 

14 Don & Tamara Dotson 

28 John & Beth Wentworth 
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Committee Meetings 

Christian Education Team—Thursday, November 2 @ 6:00 PM 

Administrative Council—Tuesday, November 14 @ 7:00 PM 

Board of Trustees—Thursday, November 16 @ 7:00 PM 

United Methodist Men—Sunday, November 19 @ 7:30 AM 

 
LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

 
Administrative/Church Council

1 

 

The responsibilities of the Council are to: 

Be accountable to the charge conference and serve as the executive agency of the charge con-
ference between their meetings to oversee the administration and ministry of the congrega-
tion. 

Initiate planning, establish goals, implement action plans and evaluate effectiveness for congre-
gational ministries of nurture, outreach, witness and administration. 

Implements strategies to assist the congregation in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 

Work with the committee on staff/pastor-parish relations and the committee on nominations and 
leader development for effective pastoral, staff, and lay leadership. 

Recommend to the charge conference the compensation, housing needs, and benefits for the 
pastor(s) and other staff after receiving recommendations for the committee on staff/pastor-
parish relations. 

Fill leadership vacancies between meetings of the charge conference upon the recommenda-
tions of the committee on nominations and leadership development. 

Provide for financial support, physical facilities and the legal obligations of its local congregation. 

Maintain the congregation’s connection with appropriate district and annual conference pro-
grams and structures. 

Review the membership of the church on a regular basis. 
 

In essence, the purpose of the administrative/church council is 

…to provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, outreach, witness, and re-
sources in the local church. It shall also provide for the administration of its organization and 
temporal life. It shall envision, plan, implement, and annually evaluate the mission and minis-
try of the church.

2 

Source:  
1
Betsey Heavner, Job Descriptions and Leadership Training in the United Methodist Church, 2013-

2016: A Leader Development Guide.  
2
2016 The United Methodist Book of Discipline, ¶252.1. 
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To the Family & Friends of 

Barbara Lee Kubo 

June 11, 1947—October 18, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 12 

4:30 PM 

Parents if your children are 

interested in helping light 

candles during the 10:30 

Worship Service please 

have them attend.   

November 5—All Saints Sunday 

 (10/01/16—09/30/17) 

In Remembrance of 

Jay Allen Bradt 

Grace Dierksen 

Leland “Lee” Wahlstrom 
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Capital Campaign 2017/2018 

 
 
The Chadron United Methodist Church is       
beginning a capital campaign to address repair 
and replacement needs for the Church and   
parsonage.  These repair/replacement needs 
will address identification of the Church to the 
public, improve utility costs, and eliminate some 
safety issues.  Specifically, the campaign will 
raise money for: 

Parsonage windows replacement at 
$17,000.    

Parsonage deck repair/replacement and 
patio cement removal and replace-
ment at approximately $6,000 

New sign and sign foundation for the 
front of the Church at $7,000 

 
The total need is $30,000. 

Sign ($7,000) 

The original sign was dismantled when the 
Church was remodeled and the new      
Narthex was added to the Church.  It was 
old, in a state of disrepair and was not    
salvageable. The sign located just off the 
parking lot was to be a temporary sign only.  
 

PRESENT SIGN 

Parsonage Windows ($17,000) 
 

The parsonage was built in the 1950’s and the 
windows are the original ones.  These windows 
are not as well-sealed or an energy-efficient as 
the proposed windows and thus affect the    
heating and cooling of the home.  During this 
past winter, the windows iced over on the inside 
and allowed the wind to blow in around the 
frame.  Window replacement should reduce the 
utility costs and make the home more comfort-
able. 
 

 
PRESENT WINDOWS 

Deck and Patio 
Repair/Replacement ($6,000) 

 

Safety is the main concern for the deck 
and patio.  The wood of the lower portion 
of the deck had dry-rotted causing soft 
spots and safety issues.  It needed to be 
and was removed.  The remaining deck 
still needs repair and staining/painting.  
The cement area between the house and 
the garage is settling, causing low areas 
where water and snow accumulate and 
freeze.  This presents a serious safety    
issue in the winter.  The existing cement 
needs to be removed and new cement 
poured to correct the drainage issues. 
 

DECK AND PATIO 
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  Christmas Pageant Practice will begin on   
Thursday, November 9 at 6:30 PM and will be 
held on Thursday evenings through December 
14.  (With the exception of Thanksgiving Day).  
The Program will be held on Sunday, December 
17  during the 10:30 Worship Service.   

We need approximately 20-25 children, youth, 
adults, etc. to help.   

If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Jessica Fisher at 430-1790 or Melody 
Herbert at 430-2040 or show up for practice 
on November 9.   

For anyone who would like to send   

Jerry Haugland a card or letter—      

Jerry’s address is: 

Jerry Haugland 

Sophia Snow House—Room #12 

1215 Centre St. 

West Roxbury MA  02132 

Soup and Pie 

Supper 

Tuesday 

November 21  

5:30 PM 
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Chadron United Methodist Church is on the web!  Check us 

out at www.chadronumc.org.  You can find events, monthly 

calendar, leadership, etc.  It’s a    constant work in progress.  

If you have suggestions as to what you would like to see in-

cluded, please  contact Melody Herbert at the office 432-2866 

or email: 

chadronmethodistchurch@gmail.com.   

The first Soup and Pie Supper of the season was held on Tuesday, October 17.        

Featured soup was Beef Stew and it was delicious!  The remodel work was blessed 

and it was a joy to get to use the new kitchen island.  The fun part was deciding what 

to put in those new drawers!  (Vicki and Melody).  Entertainment was provided by   

Sharon Rickenbach and Jane Druecker—a fun game of Charades with the theme of 

Name that Hymn.  Suze Jones must have had an answer sheet because she was very 

good at this game!    Great food, great fellowship and conversation!  Hope to see    

everyone on November 21 at 5:30 pm for Ham and Beans!  (For more pictures and  

videos—visit our Facebook page Chadron United Methodist Church) 

https://www.chadronumc.org/


10 

 

Sole Full Shoe Tree Project 

 
The Outreach & Mission Team is once again sponsoring the Sole Full Shoe 
Tree Project. As in the past, efforts for this project are coordinated with the 

local Northwest Community Action Partnership (NCAP). This is a          
community project geared toward young children in Head Start.  Over the 
past three years, the Chadron UMC has delivered 60 plus pairs (each year) 
of shoes and boots to young children; this is clearly a prime example of our 

generosity and our willingness to “give back” to our community! 
 

The procedure for this project is somewhat identical to the past three years – 
to participate: 

Sign the list located in the Narthex. 

After you sign the list (indicating the child you have spoken for), grab a 
Christmas tag and fill out the necessary information (child’s name,    
gender, group number, etc.) Please make sure information on the tag is 
accurate because this is the information we use to sort the gifts prior 
to distributing them. 

After you purchase the shoes and/or boots, wrap the gift, tape, glue, or whatever the gift tag on the package, and return it 
to the church. Please make sure the tag is attached to the package, this is the information that we use when we 
sort the gifts for the different Head Start Groups.  

There will be four tables labeled Chadron 1, Chadron 2, Chadron 3, and CDC (Child Development Center) so simply 
place the gift on the appropriate table.  

 

Once NCAP informs us of the date to deliver the gifts, we will pass that on to you.     
 

Again, this is such a rewarding experience. We encourage ANYONE who is interested to contact Shawn Hartman at 
(308) 430-2812. It is an incredibly touching event that places smiles on so many young children.  As one little girl said 
to her teacher: “I can’t wait to tell my mommy there really is a Santa, he has never been to our house.” 
 

Thank you, in advance, for your support and generosity. 

The Outreach & Mission Team 

Tuesday, November 21 

7:00 PM @ Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 

Service  provided by: 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  

Chadron United Methodist Church 

Grace Episcopal Church 
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Make Preparations 

 

When my mother died three years ago, I was thankful that some preparations had been made ahead of 

time. As I went along, however, I discovered other things that should have been done but were not. Now 

that Dad’s health is failing and he has had to go to the care home, I am again thinking about life changes 

and end of life challenges. I offer the following advice in hopes it will be helpful to you. Preparing for end 

of life is not morbid, it is smart planning and a blessing to your loved ones.   

 

Get Power of Attorney, Health Care Directive, and Burial/Cremation Directive in place before the 

need arises. Thankfully, Mom and Dad had gotten all of this paperwork in order the year before 

Mom died so I was able to sign the necessary paperwork to admit Mom to the nursing home be-

cause Dad was not able to comprehend the need to do so. I was again thankful these documents 

were in place when Dad had to go into the care home because I was the one who had to sign the 

admittance papers.  

Talk with your loved ones about your wishes for your memorial service. I knew from previous conver-

sations that Mom wanted a church service. When I asked Mom about the songs she wanted at her 

service, I expected her to pick a couple of familiar hymns or gospel songs. She did not. Instead she 

chose two very specific songs with which I was completely unfamiliar. Even Dad did not know she 

liked these two songs and wanted them at her memorial service. We were able to honor her wish-

es because she and I had talked about it beforehand. 

Compile a list of people you would like your loved ones to contact regarding your death. We had many 

things already in place when Mom died but this was not one of them. One of my brothers and I 

spent quite a bit of time trying to ascertain who should know about her death. I need to follow my 

own advice as well because there are a number of people with whom I am friends, mainly through 

ministry connections, of which my family is unaware. 

Create a record of businesses and financial institutions that will require a death certificate. When 

Mom died, I thought we had alerted all the necessary institutions. Unfortunately, Dad and I did 

not realize he was receiving a small VA benefit for Mom. Mom would have known but she was not 

there to tell us. Since we had not let the VA know Mom had died, they continued to pay Dad this 

extra money until they were informed of her death by the Social Security office almost a year lat-

er. This oversight cost Dad over a $1,000 because he had to repay the money to the VA, which 

was difficult on an already limited income. 

Visit with a funeral home director about the cost of burial/cremation services and make a conscious 

decision, again before the services are needed, as to what amount of services fit in your budget. As 

time passed after Dad’s retirement, making ends meet from month to month became more diffi-

cult. A few years back, both Mom and Dad had to discontinue their life insurance policies so, 

when Mom died, we had to go with the most basic of funeral services for her. In fact, we could not 

afford the cost of the funeral home director’s involvement beyond the handling of the body so I 

served that function, even on the day of the memorial service. I was able to do this because, as a 

pastor, I had experience standing in the stead of the funeral home director on the day of the ser-

vice. However, from personal experience, I strongly suggest that if the pastor will be the one to 

direct the service, please inform her or him of this circumstance so she or he can be prepared in 

advance. The day of the service is no time for surprises. 

 

Pastor Bonnie 
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Annual Charge Conference was held on Sunday, October 15.  Approximately 15 people from the 

Chadron Methodist Church were in attendance as well members from area churches.  District  

Superintendent Eldon Davis lead the conference and the 2017 Charge Conference Report was   

reviewed and approved.  If anyone would like a copy, please contact Melody at the office.   
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If  you have had a change in address, phone    

number, email, family members, etc., please    

contact Melody at the Church Office. She would 

like to have updated information for the 2018 

Church Directory. 

 

 

Chadron Community Hospital Hospice is hosting an Annual Remembrance Program with 

an Educational Session on Sunday, November 12 at 1:00 PM at the Country Kitchen    

Banquet Room. Dr. Russ Seger will provide helpful tips on “Grief and the Holidays”        

followed by a special ceremony of Remembrance.  Following the program a candlelight 

ceremony with memorial slide show will be held.  Grief can still be strong for many years 

and everyone should feel welcome to attend.   
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Kid's Corner 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


