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I apologize for being so silent the last two weeks. Vicki Kotschwar and I taught an Advanced Lay 
Servant class this week via Zoom, which has been both exciting and challenging. I ran the 
technological end of it, besides being a co-facilitator, so I spent last week getting more familiar with how 
to run the program. Many participants were completely unfamiliar with Zoom so we had a couple of test 
runs last week to ensure everything worked smoothly this week and, other than a couple of hiccups, we 
managed it. Thirteen people, including me, were on the class, connecting from Chadron, Haigler, 
Culberson, Hemingford, Mullen, Hay Springs, Whitney, and Colstrip, Montana. Technology is a 
wonderful thing as long as the operator knows how to work it. The leader’s guide, however, had to be 
adjusted a bit for distance learning. Obviously, the author did not anticipated the class being held online 
but we made it work. Yay! Chadron had three Advanced Lay Servants re-certify and one Basic Lay 
Servant certify for the first time so kudos to Sharon Rickenbach, Vicki Kotschwar, Judy Hawthorne, and 
Kellee Gooder for being willing to serve the Chadron United Methodist Church as Advanced Lay 
Servants and to take the class via the internet.  

Now, for news that is not so exciting. Although shelter-in-place orders have been relaxed in the state of 
Nebraska, including for places of worship, we will not be worshipping within the walls of the church for 
the near future. The reasons for this are numerous:  

1. Both the state of Nebraska and the Great Plains Annual Conference are strongly suggesting
that “churches that worship with 50 or more people should continue online services” (GPAC
Guidelines for re-opening church buildings, received 5/7/2020). Otherwise, we would need to
run two services, have people sign up for a specific service, and perform a thorough disinfecting
sweep of seating, doors, restrooms, and common areas between services. I doubt that we
would be able to find a large enough cleaning crews to make this happen.

2. Churches are still required to adhere the six-foot distancing rule so we would have to ensure
those who are not family units sit at least six feet away from anyone else. To make this happen,
we would have to have ushers seat people accordingly. People would also have to be
dismissed in an orderly fashion so the physical-distancing requirement is kept in place.

3. If we would choose to gather publically, there could be no handshakes or hugs, no passing the
plate, no celebration of Holy Communion, and no time of fellowship. Singing, at one time, was
also prohibited but now is allowed. However, “The use of sacred books, hymnals, missals, etc.
that remain in the house of worship for the general use by those present is not permitted as
such materials can facilitate the spread of the virus” (Department of Health and Human Service,
“Guidelines for the Conduct of Faith-Based Services Including Weddings and Funerals Held in
Houses of Worship,” supplement to April 2, 2020 Guidelines)

4. The Great Plains Annual Conference has two additional recommendations for the local church
to keep in mind as we consider gathering for worship in the church building:

a. We are to keep logs of all cleaning and sanitation that has been performed. This is to
show that the church has followed best practices in case someone who has entered the
church contracts COVID-19.

b. We are to have face masks available at the church in addition to encouraging people to
wear masks while worshipping so we would need to assign someone to monitor the
doors to express this encouragement and to offer a mask to worshippers if they do not
have one with them.

5. The number of COVID-19 cases in Nebraska is still on an upward trajectory.

Considering the numerous restrictions and concerns listed above, the Chadron United Methodist 
Church will continue to livestream worship until the threat of exposure to COVID-19 has diminished. 

Pastor Bonnie 
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