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I just saw a map of the United States that shows the number of confirmed cases on a state by state 
basis. Nebraska falls into the category of 1-99 confirmed cases, which is far below the category of 
1,000-15,000 cases found in California, Texas, and New York. However, Colorado also falls into that 
most extreme category. The cases in Kansas, Missouri, and Iowa fall in the medium range of 100-999 
cases. So, we are surrounded to the southwest, south, and east by states by the encroachment of 
COVID-19. I say this not to frighten anyone but to stress the fact that we must remain vigilant and 
cautious.  
Therefore, events at the church are still in hiatus and will continue this way until further notice. In light of 
this fact, we will do our best to stay connected while we are keeping our distance from one another. 
The calling branches have been initiated. Again, if you would like to take part in this as a caller, please 
contact Janice German at 308-430-0756 or jegerman13@gmail.com. If you know of someone who 
should be added to a calling branch, let Janice know that as well. 
As for worship, I mentioned last week that we would be using YouTube Live. Melody and I discovered 
that there were many hoops through which we had to jump in order to use it so we opted for Facebook 
Live instead. Worship will continue to be at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. If you miss the livestream, a 
recording of the worship will be available afterwards. I heard from many of you that Sunday’s livestream 
went well. I appreciate the feedback. I also heard from a couple of people that the sound was not as 
good as it could be. I have bought a headset with a microphone that I hope will alleviate that problem. 
As a reminder, if you have something you want me to raise up as a joy or a concern during the pastoral 
prayer, please email me at bmccord@greatplainsumc.org or text my cell phone at 308-289-1185. Keep 
in mind, the prayer will be broadcast to anyone who has access to YouTube so please secure 
permission to share the prayer request if it is about someone besides yourself. If you have a prayer 
concern that you do not want aired but want it lifted up in prayer, please contact me so we can pray 
together. 
Since the last update, the Chadron United Methodist Church has added an online giving option to our 
website. Melody posted information about it, including directions for use, on our Facebook page. If you 
wish to use this option and need help with it, please contact me or Melody. We will walk you through it. 
To those who have sent checks to the church in the last few days, we thank you for your continued 
support. Some churches in this area have had to furlough staff because they cannot afford to their 
wages. We are trying hard to keep the employees and contractors supported by the Chadron United 
Methodist Church on the job. Your giving helps us to make this possible. 
Until next time, please keep this situation in your prayers. I saw one of our teenaged members in the 
grocery store and, in response to my question about how her family was doing, she said that it was 
challenging to be around each other 24/7. In the same store, I saw a local business owner and asked 
him how things are going for their business. He said things were slow. He and his wife were trying to 
keep people on staff and the doors open but that was going to become more challenging as this 
shutdown continues.  
We live in unsettling and challenging times right now. I hope the words from the first verse of “Be Still, 
My Soul” will provide some much needed comfort:  

“Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain, leave to your 
God to order and provide, in every change God faithful will remain. Be still, my soul, your best, 
your heavenly friend through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.” (UMH #534) 

Pastor Bonnie 
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