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Sunday Worship Service 
 

Worship in the Pines 
Last Summer Worship Service is September 2 

Camp Norwesca Chapel 
8:00 AM Worship Service 

8:30 AM Coffee and Fellowship 
 

Chadron UMC 
10:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
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“EXPERIENCING THE SACRED COMMUNITY” 

 

Perhaps it is because of being raised on a ranch in the Sandhills of Nebraska but I am a 
big advocate of community and life lived in it. When we branded calves, many other 
ranchers came to help. When they branded, we returned the favor. When we moved 

cattle or moved hay stacks, our cousins who lived close would be there. We helped them with these same jobs. 
On Friday nights, Dad and Mom might load up the family to go find someone with which to play cards. If the 
first neighbor we visited was not home, we headed to the next house until we found someone home. Once a 
month, most everyone from the community would gather on Saturday night at the local grange hall to enjoy 
some dancing.  

None of the people who lived in our community were wealthy but we were rich in that we knew the meaning 
of hospitality, cooperation, and enjoying the company of others. We knew the meaning of community. Of 
course, the definition of community to which I refer is one of “sharing, participation, and fellowship” (https://
www.thefreedictionary.com/community).  

My experience within the Rackett community helps me to understand the meaning of the African saying, “It 
takes a village to raise a child” for that community, perhaps unbeknownst to those living there, instilled in me 
a welcoming and hospitable heart and helped make me who I am today. 

The church also is a community. First, of course, it is comprised of “a group of people having the same         
interest” (https://www.thefreedictionary.com/community). However, it also fits the definition of “sharing,   
participation, and fellowship.” In Acts 2:42-47, we see this type of community modeled by the early church:  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers…All who believed were together and had all things in common…they would sell their         
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent 
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God...day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” 

As the followers of the teachings of Jesus Christ found their footing in a hostile world, they relied on each   
other in a new community of believers to grow their faith, which, in turn, empowered them to share this faith 
with nonbelievers. Together, they learned about this new way of life. They spent time with one another. They 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper and ate in community. They shared of their bounty with those around them. They 
had everything in “common,” which is the root of the word, “community.” The community with which the 
people associated shaped their faith and, in turn, their lives. 

The idea of community has been at the forefront of my mind this summer. This is because the book upon 
which this year’s spiritual growth study at Mission U is based includes a chapter entitled “Sacred              
Community.” Here, the author, Jessica Stonecypher, defines the sacred community as, “God’s presence among 
us and through us as we commune with others in our places, namely the geographic regions we consider our 
home and the particular people that reside there.”1 Thus, the sacred community for many of us reading this 
newsletter is the city of Chadron or the county of Dawes. However, our way of being in that community begins 
in the community of faith to which we belong.2  

Worship is, fundamentally, the way the community of faith shares its common connection. In fact,            
Stonecypher notes that “When we worship together authentically, we share in the present reality of the king-
dom of heaven on earth.”3 Thus, we worship in community with God and with each other. Further, as we wor-
ship, we should be aware of and in prayer for the gathered community, the community of faith who are not 
present, and the community that lies beyond our walls, including the entirety of creation. 

Consequently, Stonecypher understands corporate worship as a responsibility, not an option.4 She does not say 
this to shame anyone. Rather, she simply sees worship as the basis of living in covenant with each and with 
God. Worship is not for our self-satisfaction nor is it only to glorify God. In reality, worship is beneficial to 
our individual souls, the local and universal church, the community to which we belong, and the whole of the 
earth. Looking at worship in this way, it has far reaching implications and we should not take it lightly.  

Continued on Page 10 

https://www.thefreedictionary.com/community
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/community
https://www.thefreedictionary.com/community
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 SEPTEMBER 2018 
 Fellowship Hosts:  
 Finance Committee 
 
 

Communion Server   
Janice German 
 

 
Liturgists  
Sept 2—Sharon Rickenbach 
Sept 9—Suze Jones 
Sept 16—Vicki Kotschwar 
Sept 23—Janice German 
Sept 30—Robin Foulk 

 
Ushers & Greeters 
Sept 2—Susan Hucke, Janice German, 
Linda Thayer, Fran Grimes 
Sept 9 & 16—Lavern & Charlene Savage and Bob & 
Sharon Rickenbach 
Sept 23 & 30—Bob & Judy Hawthorne 
and David & Sandra Blake 
 
Acolytes 
Acolytes will be assigned following the 
training on Sept. 12. 
 
Potluck Hosts   
Terry McCord will be hosting the  
Potluck   
 

 1  Kaylee Gaswick 

 Russ Harford 

 Bob Hawthorne 

2 Dixie Connery 

 Ashlyn Eitemiller 

5 Connie Blaylock 

6 Annica Vargas 

8 John Humphrey 

11 Kadence Fisher 

 Jove Griese  

 Norm Martin 

12 Adeliah Fernau 

14 Kari Gaswick 

17 Brittany Blaylock 

 Andy Kent Gooder  

18 Kay Demaree 

 Meg Mayle 

21 Brenda Morford 

22 Mavrick Vincent Holmes 

23 Tyson Pourier 

24 Stella Dale Scherbarth 

25 Keith Blaylock 

 Meryl Cockrell 

 Brett Gosnell 

 Sharon Rickenbach 

 April Grant 

26 Haley (Blundell) Stanley 

28 Joni Behrends 

29 Phyllis Burk 

30 Sidney Mattmiller 

1 Bryan & Jen Brown 

 Murray & Kathryn Johnson 

 2 Glen & Vicki Kotschwar 

  Lavern & Charlene Savage 

 6 Bobby & Lea Griese 

10 Tye  & Nichole Pourier 

14 Brett & Nickole Gosnell 

16 Justin & Cricket Haag 
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Committee Meetings and Announcements 

September 2—9—Pastor Bonnie on vacation 

Sunday, September 9—Children’s Sunday School Kick-Off 

Tuesday, September 11—Ad Council Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Wednesday, September 12—Acolyte Training @ 5:00 PM 

Sunday, September 16—Adult Sunday School Begins 

Tuesday, September 18—Soup & Pie Supper (Potato Bar) 

Thursday, September 20—Board of Trustees Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Thursday, September 20—NCAP Meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 8:00 AM—5:30 PM 

Monday, September 24—Finance Ad Hoc Committee Meeting @ 5:30 PM 

Monday, September 24—PEO Meeting in Fellowship Hall @ 5:30 PM 

Thursday, September 27—Finance Committee Meeting @ 5:30 PM 

If you want, bring  a favorite dish! 
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Tuesday Ladies of Christ  (TLC) 

 September 4 

TLC will begin meeting weekly on 

Tuesday evenings at 5:30 PM in the 

Sanctuary.  They will begin a new study 

called “A Disciple’s Path A Guide for 

United Methodists”.   

Everyone is welcome! 

To everyone who helped with Special Music this summer! 

Jane Druecker (for all you do to organize it) 

Stephanie Baumgarten Handbell Quarter 

Don Foulk Joshua Fernau 

Job Corps Austin Casper 

Vacation Bible School  Scott Fernau 

Tristan Herbert Lauren Stephens 

Kellee Gooder Shawn Hartman (for your special  
music all year) 



9 

 

Sunday School Kick-Off 

Sunday, September 9 

9:00 AM 

Grades PreK-4th  

Come join us for fun, 

games, music, sprinkle 

donuts, :) and               

reacquainting after the 

summer break.   

Kids—bring a friend.  Let’s make this a fun Sunday! 

Adults are welcome too! 

 

Adult Sunday school will start 
Sunday, September 16, at 

9:00 a.m. Class lasts for an 
hour. We will begin a study of 
the book of Acts. Everyone is 

invited to attend. The only 
book we will be using is the 

Bible. Please bring a  
translation of your choosing.  

Acolyte Training 

Wednesday, September 12  

5:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

If you have children interested in helping acolyte, please 
have them attend.  Once they attend the  

training, they will be put on a rotation list to help light 
the altar candles during worship service.  This is also a 

good refresher for those who have had the training.   
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(Pastor’s Message Continued from Page 2) 

Holy Communion, again based on the root word, “common,” is important to the sacred community as well. So 
please consider this statement:   

“The Communion table is prepared for all…At the table there is no hierarchy…we are given the      
opportunity to sit across the table from those we love as well as those we dislike.  This practice of    
humility reminds us that we are all undeserving of the grace and love of God…The Eucharist table as 
the kingdom of God helps us to see a world redeemed by God’s love and grace.”5 

Early in my ministry, I had a gentleman tell me that he would not take communion with “those hypocrites” 
because he knew what they did the other six days of the week. I have come to realize that Jesus instituted the 
Lord’s Supper with one disciple who would betray him, one who would deny him, and all who would run 
away after he was arrested. He loved each of them but he was going to soon be disappointed in all of them. 
Nevertheless, he dined with “those hypocrites” and made them witnesses to a sacred act that continues to this 
day. So, thanks be to God that we, the undeserving, are invited to the table of love and grace, which binds us 
together as a covenant people.  

Lastly, bringing us full circle, “the act of Communion is not something that stops at the church doors. Its     
effects ripple into everyday life as we learn to live more faithfully into the reign of God.”6 So, the community 
of faith, having worshipped for the sake of all creation and celebrated Holy Communion, is go into the sacred 
community, taking the love and grace of God with us. Looking at the world through the lens of God, we are 
able to embrace the sacred community, flaws and all, in the same manner in which God embraces us as       
individuals.  

Community has been an important part of life throughout history and in all cultures. Unfortunately, in this age 
of hyperindividualism, the importance of community seems to be fading to, in my opinion, the detriment of 
our society. When we remove ourselves from community, loneliness and isolation can take its place in our 
lives. A tendency to addictions of all kinds can overtake us as well. Further, the good of the community takes 
a backseat as we put ourselves first. God made us relational and communal creatures. Even Adam and Eve 
were part of a community as they lived among the plants and animals to which God had named them stewards 
and walked with God in the garden. 

Living in community is not easy as it requires commitment, cooperation, and compromise. However, I        
encourage us, for the betterment of our selves and for all of creation, to make it a priority. Come and enjoy 
fellowship, learning, worship, and prayer in communion with the saints, flawed though we may be, and then 
go to into the sacred community to invest in the place where we live, to grieve, to celebrate, to seek justice, to 
love mercy, and to bring forth the reign of God together.  

 

Pastor Bonnie 
1Jessica Stonecypher, Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living (New York: 

United Methodist Women, 2018), 43. 
2Ibid, 49. 
3Ibid, 49. 
4Ibid, 50. 
5Ibid, 54. 
6Ibid, 56. 
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Congratulations 

Josie Downing 

Claire Fox 

Seth Gaswick 

 

Confirmed  

Sunday, August 26 

2018-2019 Confirmation Class will begin on  

Sunday, October 21 @ 5:00 PM 

In the Church Chapel 

 

Belle Lecher fell and has a compression fracture.   

She has been moved to Heritage Estates in Gering    

If you would like to send here a card, her address is: 

Heritage Estates 

2325 Lodge Drive 

Gering, NE  69341. 
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2018 Annual Charge Conference 

Saturday November 3 @ 10:00 AM 

Chadron United Methodist Church 

(Lunch will be provided—free will donation) 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

Committee Chairs are encouraged to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chadron United Methodist Church 

Thursday, October 4, 2018 

 

Three ways to register and receive special pricing: 

Call toll-free to schedule: 1-877-380-1743 

Text: CIRCLE to 797979 

Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 

Check with Melody for screening discount certificates! 
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Kid's Corner 



16 

 

Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


