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FEBRUARY 2017 

 

 

Worship With Us 
Fall/Winter/Spring Schedule 

 
Sunday 

Sunday School:  9-10 am 

 Adult Bible Study:  9-10 am (Church Library) 

Coffee and Fellowship: 10-10:30 am 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:30 am 

 

Wednesday 

Contemplative Worship Service:  

5:30 pm in the Chapel 

 



OUR CONNECTIONAL MISSION AND MINISTRY 

 

In November, we held our annual Church Conference. This is 
when the local church takes stock of what we accomplished in 
the current year and approve our plans for the upcoming year. 
We also set our operating budget. The month prior to church 
conference, we held our annual stewardship campaign in which 
people make an estimate of their giving to the church in the 

year ahead. The goal, of course, is to have the estimates of giving meet or exceed the approved 
operating budget but this rarely happens. The hope, then, is that the gap between estimates of 
giving and budget needs will be bridged by the gracious generosity of the congregation and, if 
needed, a fund-raiser or two.  

One portion of the budget that seems to generate much conversation every year in every 
United Methodist Church is the mission shares. Some people view them as a tax imposed on 
the church by the General Conference. They say, “If we just didn’t have to pay our mission 
shares, we would be able to cover our budget.” Others simply want to pay them to avoid a curt 
letter from Annual Conference office regarding our inability to pay them.  

For many people, though, it is a matter of pride to be able to pay 100% of the church’s mission 
shares. In reality, mission shares enable and represent our shared stewardship of The United 
Methodist Church. They are the support system for our connectional mission and ministry. 
Without the mission shares, most of the services provided to the local church by the District 
and the Conference would be nonexistent. I rely on these services to answer my questions, to 
help me make decisions, and to provide materials and resources that would be otherwise un-
available to me if we were not a connectional church.  

The United Methodist Church has a long tradition of collectively supporting mission and     
ministry beyond the local church. John Wesley, one of our founding fathers, recognized that 
more work could be accomplished by a group rather than by individuals. He saw that collective 
needs, such as new preaching houses or support for traveling preachers, could be best served 
by pooling the varying levels of contributions by the individual members, which allowed the 
more affluent members to assist those of more limited means.  

The principle is based in Scripture. We are told that in the early church, “All who believed 
were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. (Acts 2:44-45, NRSV) Wesley also admonished 
the people called Methodists to “Earn all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.” The 
Methodists were to engage in regular ministry with the less fortunate with gifts and service. 
They were also called to sustain the church leadership through routine financial support.   

Now, many people will also say that The United Methodist Church has become top-heavy and, 
in turn, burdensome to the local churches trying to support its weight. This, unfortunately, is 
true. However, after the 2008 economic downturn and in the face of declining membership, 
The United Methodist Church has taken steps to tighten its belt a bit. Staff has been cut at 
many of the boards and commissions at the General Conference level and annual conferences, 
including our own, trimmed budgets and consolidated positions in cost-cutting measures.  

Nevertheless, The United Methodist Church remains committed to its support of the             
apportioned funds, also known as “Mission Shares,” such as:  

The World Service Fund underwrites Christian mission and ministry at home and around 
the world. It provides support for missionaries, strengthens evangelism efforts and 
stimulates church growth, supplies retreat and camping resources, empowers youth 
ministry, equips lay leaders through educational and professional support, and much 
more.  

(continued on Page 4) 



Fellowship Hosts:  
Administrative Council 
 
Communion Server 
Beth Wentworth 
 
Liturgists  
Feb 5  Jess Blundell 
Feb 12 Robin Foulk 
Feb 19 Judy Hawthorne 
Feb 26 Janice German 
 
Camera Operators 
Feb 5  Linda Thayer 
Feb 12 Merle Morford  
Feb 19 Chuck Cressy 
Feb 26 Scott Fernau 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
Feb 5 & Feb 12—Jason, Jess, Shelby & Spencer 
Blundell 
Feb 19 & Feb 26—Amy & Kennedy Trueblood and 
Larry & Kay Demaree 
 
Potluck 
Administrative Council 
 

   

 

Reminders 

for  

   1 Thomas Kaus 
    Skylar Roberts 
   2 Shelby Budler 
   4 Ed Bieganski 
 Trey Brown 
   5 Bryan Brown 
   6 Kennedy Trueblood 
   7 Emily Holmes 
   9 Marilyn Hinn 
   

 10 Jared Fernau 
  Murray Johnson 
 11 Jack Mann 
 12 Sawyer Haag 
 15 Laurine Smith 
 16 Mayzie Murdock 
 17 Reid Griese 
 21 Ruth Ann Connell 
 26 Nickole Gosnell 
 Mackenzie Snyder 

 Meryl & Dee Cockrell 
20 John & Kim Madsen 

Thanks to our Acolytes who helped out 
in January.   Your help is greatly  

appreciated!   
 

Spencer Blundell 
Tristan Herbert 

Austin Taylor 

 

Thank you Cleo Koerber for the Valentine 

decorations in the Narthex and Vicki 

Kotschwar and Jane Druecker for the     

Snowman decorations in the Chapel.  The 

decorations all look very welcoming!   
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  (continued from Page 2—From the Pastor)  

The Ministerial Education Fund provides financial assistance for the recruitment and    
education of pastors and bishops. Every licensed local pastor in the former Nebraska 
Annual Conference received educational assistance as she or he attended Course of 
Study. This included both Pastor Jeri and me. I was helped as a seminary student 
through this fund as well. 

The Episcopal Fund provides support for our bishops.  

The Black College Fund offers funding to 11 historically African-American United        
Methodist affiliated colleges.  

The Interdenominational Cooperation Fund, which is the ecumenical arm of The United 
Methodist Church active in fostering a renewal of Christian unity and working toward 
global peace. 

The Africa University Fund, the only United Methodist degree granting university on the 
African continent.  Nebraska alone is home to at least four active pastors who       
graduated from Africa University. 

The General Administration Fund financing the general administrative needs of the         
denomination.  

Before the Hebrew word commonly translated as “temple” referred to a building, it meant a 
family or place where children could be raised in the faith and in safety. In the time of the    
nomadic Hebrew people, family was considered to be the group of people with whom one  
journeyed under God’s direction. By fully funding our church’s mission shares, we are        
supporting the corporate or connected family of God. It is also a way in which we can “Go 
make disciples of all nations” without having to leave our hometown.  

 

Pastor Bonnie 

 

Valentine Dinner & Dance 

Friday February 10, 2017 

Country Kitchen (North Side) 

6:30-10 PM—$40/person 

Fundraiser for the  
Chadron Arts Center &  

Teammates Mentoring program 
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Great Plains United Methodist Men  
Winter Rally 

February 17-19, 2017 
Camp Fontanelle 

Fremont, NE 
If you are interested in attending, registration forms 
are available in the  office or on the information table 
in the Narthex.   

FEBRUARY  

SOUP AND PIE SUPPER 

Tuesday, February 14 

5:30 PM 

Everyone is Invited 

This is a free will donation—with donations   

going to the Koins for the Kitchen. Come enjoy 

some great company, fun entertainment and   

delicious food! 

The jar Koins for the Kitchen jar is starting to 

fill up.  Thanks to all who have to graciously  

donated.  Our goal is $5000; we have $1700 in 

donations plus what has been thrown in the jar.  

Our hopes are to have the new island by     

summer!   

Caring for the Caregiver 

Tuesday, February 14 

7:00 PM 

In Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker—Miles Bannan 

 Miles will be sharing information on  

Funeral Insurance and Long-Term      

Insurance.  Please join us following the 

Soup and Pie Supper. 
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GREAT PLAINS LEADERSHIP EVENT 

Saturday, January 14 the Chadron UMC hosted the Great Plains Leadership Event.  It was a 

real learning experience and a chance to meet people from all around the      District.  DS Kay 

Alnor, Pastor Bonnie and Gary PowellpPresented workshops on      duties and responsibilities 

of the Finance Committee, Trustees Committee, Nominations/Lay Leadership Committee and 

Staff/Pastor/Parish Relations Committee.  Lunch and refreshments were served by the two 

small groups—TLC and Vicki K’s group.  Special thanks to everyone who brought salads, 

brownies, cookies, muffins, etc.  Lunch was a free-will donation with all donations going       

toward the Koins for the Kitchen.  Approximately 68 people were in attendance.   
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SOUP AND PIE SUPPER 

On Tuesday, January 10 we held our first soup and pie supper.   In an effort to raise money for the 
kitchen   remodel, a free will donation was taken which goes toward the new island, sink, faucet,  and 
instant hot water heater.   

“Stone Soup” was served - with many bringing something to add to the pot of beef broth.  As items 
were added, we had beef, carrots, celery, tomatoes, barley, potatoes, etc.  The soup was delicious and 
the pies were all fantastic.  Entertainment was provided by Kellee Gooder.  For anyone that missed 
the supper and entertainment—check out the Chadron UMC Facebook page—there’s a partial video 
of Kellee’s rendition of “Noah’s Ark”.    We hope to see everyone plus some new faces at our February 
Soup & Pie Supper.   

Ruth Ann Connell and Jane Druecker as the cats on the 

Ark.  They  had some pretty intense “meows”.  

Merle Morford and Pastor Bonnie as the “dogs”.  (I’m not 

sure “Noah”  intended for you to eat that bone Merle) 

Vicki Kotschwar and Vicky Morford were the “cattle” and 

Norm and Betty Martin played the part of the “giraffe’s”.  

Linda Thayer and Shawn Hartman played the part of the 

“elephants”.  Enough said! :)  

Larry and Kay Demaree were the “sheep” standing next to 

those “wild elephants”.  Watch out for those trunks! 

And last, but not least, the unicorn was added with Sharon         

Rickenbach.  “Noah’s Ark” was now complete—the sun came out and 

the rainbow soon appeared.  Noah (Kellee) did a great job! 
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Kid's Corner 

Please come join us for Sunday School.  We 

meet at 9:00 AM in the upstairs Sunday 

School rooms.  In January we studied about 

Jesus, God’s Son; King Herrod’s search for   

Jesus, Jesus in the temple talking with the 

teachers, the baptism of Jesus by John the 

Baptist,  and Jesus’ first miracle.  Beginning in February we 

will begin the study of “The Parables”.  We look forward to 

seeing all the children. 



10 

Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


