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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

LITURGY OF THE PALMS 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 21:1-11 (NRSV) 
 
*RESPONSE TO THE READING (Psalm 118:20-29): 
 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 
thanks to the Lord.  

This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.  
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.  

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  
cornerstone.  

This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 
it.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. We bless you from the 
house of the Lord.  

The Lord is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal  
procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.  

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you.  
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love  
endures forever.  

 
*OPENING PRAYER: O God, we stand at the gate, hesitant and uncertain; 
we are reluctant to answer your invitation; we are slow to embark on the 
journey toward your reign. Forgive us, we pray. Grant us the help we need 
to be your people—the courage to join you in the procession; the  
selflessness to lay our cloaks before you; the freedom to lift our palms to 
your glory; and the knowledge that by your grace we are forgiven. Amen. 
(https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4824/worship-elements-april-9-2017) 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                UMH 895 
 

 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/4824/worship-elements-april-9-2017


 

 

 
LITURGY OF THE PASSION 

 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 27:33-56 (NRSV) 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 50:4-9a (NRSV) 
 
MESSAGE:                       “The Suffering Servant”                  Rev. Bonnie McCord 
   
OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 

⚫ Checks through the mail  
⚫ Bill Pay through your local bank 
⚫ Online Giving 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION: O God of glory and majesty: We have stood with 
the crowds to sing your praises, and then we've been lured to other  
devotions. Yet you have, with passion and compassion, embraced us once 
again as your children. We pray these gifts we bring and the gifts of our 
hearts on this special day may be worthy in your sight. We pray with  
humble hope that we might be your steadfast disciples in our homes, our 
church, our community, our nation, and our world. Amen. (Copyright  
General Board of Discipleship. www.GBOD.org Used by permission) 

 
COMMISSION:  
Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as  
better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something 
to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in  
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. (Philippians 2:3-8)  
 

 
We go forth in the power and love of Christ, the One who overcame death and 
whose resurrection offers us hope in times of despair. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
(Rev. Bonnie McCord, March 2020) 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings for April 12 
Jeremiah 31:1-6i; Colosssians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 

 

http://www.gbod.org/

