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AUGUST 2016 

 
 

Worship With Us 
Summer Schedule 

 
Sunday 

Camp Norwesca Services 
8:00 AM  - Worship in the Pines in the Open-Air 

Chapel 
Followed by Fellowship at 8:30 AM 

 
10:00 am—Fellowship Hall—Coffee & Conversation 

10:30 am—Worship in the Sanctuary 
 
 

Summer Office Hours 

Our office hours will change for the months of May-September   

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday—8:00 AM—11:00 AM 

Tuesday—Off (No one will be in the office) 



Mary Magdalene: A Disciple in Her Own Right 

“Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s 

steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their resources. (Luke 

8:2b-3) 

On July 22, I heard on the radio, “Today is the Feast of Mary Magdalene,” observed by the Roman 

Catholic Church. While I was baptized in the Roman Catholic Church and spent nearly three years as an active member 

there in my high school years, I did not realize there was a day honoring Mary Magdalene. I was delighted to hear this 

because I feel Mary Magdalene does not get the honor she deserves for her place in the inner circle of Jesus the Christ. 

We first hear about Mary Magdalene in the eighth chapter of Luke where she and a group of other women walk along-

side Jesus and the other disciples, providing for the men out of their resources. From the aforementioned scripture, we 

know four things about her: 1) she is from the region of Magdala; 2) she has enough social status to be known by a geo-

graphical region rather than by her husband, who is assumed by scholars to be deceased; 3) she was demon-possessed 

but Jesus healed her; and 4) her wealth allows her to share her resources with this humble rabbi and his followers. 

In the Gospel of John, she is the one who seek her Lord and, in doing so, she is the first person to encounter the risen 

Christ. She is the first person to go tell, or evangelize, the good news of the resurrection when she returns excitedly to 

the other disciples. In all four gospels, she, along with other women followers, are the ones to stay near Jesus’ tomb 

while the men all scatter.  

Unfortunately, her good name was smeared in 591 CE by Pope Gregory I, who decided she was the repentant sinner, 

often characterized as a prostitute, in Luke 7, who dries Jesus’ feet with her hair. This mischaracterization has haunted 

one of Jesus’ most faithful followers to this very day and has undermined her apostolic acts. 

This evening (July 28), I will be giving a devotion at Camp Norwesca. Many of the campers are girls, some of whom 

may be looking for strong female role models in the Bible. Sadly, the Bible does not overflow with women role models 

but they are there. It so happens that the stories being told this week include Ruth, Naomi, and Esther. Tonight, I will 

introduce them to Mary of Magdala, another strong woman from the Bible who deserves to be on equal footing with her 

more famous male contemporaries.  

While we may not be Roman Catholics who celebrate the Feast of Mary Magdalene, we would be wise to embrace the 

marks of discipleship exemplified by her life: faithfulness, devotion, service, and obedience to the Lord. Let us also cele-

brate the fact that Jesus invites all persons, male and female alike, to be partners with him in ministry to the world.  

Thanks be to God! 

Pastor Bonnie 

In memory of Betty Hucke, her daughters  Janet McGary, Connie Rounds, Susan Hucke and Jennifer     
Buckmaster gave the chapel a facelift. They had a new curtain made that goes behind the altar and new 
drapes for the railings.  They also cleaned the chapel, oiled all the wood, vacuumed, dusted, polished the 
brass candlestick holders and the cross.  The Chapel looks lovely—thank you ladies for the loving work 
that you did!  



Fellowship Hosts:  
United Methodist Men 
Communion Server 
Tony Serbousek 

Reminders for August  

Liturgists  

Aug 7—Kay Demaree 

Aug 14—Loren Young 

Aug 21—Linda Thayer 

Aug 28—Betty Martin 

Camera Operators 

Aug 7—Russ Harford 

Aug 14—Linda Thayer 

Aug 21—Scott Fernau 

Aug 28—Merle Morford 

Ushers 

Aug 7 & 14—Lavern & Charlene Savage and Mick 

& Julie Downing 

Aug 21 & 28—Phyllis Burk, Janice German, Linda 

Thayer, Fran Grimes 

Fellowship Hosts are Needed at Camp Norwesca for the following Sundays: 

                             August 14                 August 21 

                             August 28                 September 4 

If you are able to host please contact Sharon Rickenbach at 432-3419 or  

Melody Herbert at 432-2866 or 430-2040 

  2 Abbey Baumgarten 
 Seth Gaswick 
 Tye Pourier 
 Gabriel Blanford  
 3 Oliver Fox 
 5 Ralph Laue 
 8 Ozzy Fernau 
9 Jackie (Bartels) Entjer 
 Austin Brown 
10 Betty Martin 
 Joni Roberts 

12 Bobby Griese 
13 Scott Roberts 
15 Hunter Huffman  
16 Breck Smith 
17 Weston Smith 
18 Clay Shields 
20 Todd Eitemiller 
22 Ryan Sandoz 
25 Jess Blundell 
30 Cloey Murdock 
 

1 Loren & Ann Young 
4 Tom & Susan Holmes 
11 Mike & Cathy Kaus 
13 Don & Shirley Kay 

21 Bob & Sharon Rickenbach 
27 Mick & Julie Downing 
29 Justin & Kim Murdock 

 

First day of School 

August 17 

Watch for Children!! 
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Wall of Crosses 
On Sunday, July 17 the Wall of Crosses in Fellowship Hall was blessed and crosses were hung.  This is just the beginning as 
the goal is to fill the wall with crosses.  If you have a  cross (or several) that you would like to hang, please bring it to the 
church.  We want YOU to hang your cross and at the same time we want to get a picture.  We are keeping a “journal”  that 
you write a little something about the cross and your picture will be placed with the writing to help us remember who the 
crosses belong to.  Please encourage your children to bring their crosses—if it’s a drawing we will have it laminated and hung.  
Thank you for making this Wall a reality and being a part of it’s growth. 

 

Sharon in the bell tower 

Where’s the Bell????  Curiosity got the best of Sharon Rickenbach, 

Melody Herbert and Kellee Gooder.  They were very interested in what was in the 

bell tower at the church.  Was the bell still there?  If not, what was in that space?  

After Melody and Kellee hauled the ladder to the top floor of the church, our brave 

leader Sharon climbed into the bell tower — only to find NOTHING!  The bell is 

not there (however it is pretty awesome up there)!  Who knows the story of the bell?  

Does anyone remember what happened to it?  Does anyone remember when it was 

used? We would love to know the stories  If you have stories of the bell and the bell 

tower to share, please share them with Sharon, Melody or Kellee and we will get 

them written down for all the curiosity buffs in the future.   
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God unites us 
Peter Cibuabua 
January-February 2016 

I speak of the State of the Church in Democratic Republic of 
Congo, believing that God is powerfully at work in a similar 
way around the world. The church is growing in the world in 
terms of evangelism and membership. Each year in Africa, 
particularly in Congo, there are places the church has never 
before reached with new congregations because pastors and 
lay people are passionate to share the Gospel of Jesus with 
others and willing to sacrifice to do so. 

In Congo, the church develops new leadership through trainings and is engaged in 
ministry with the poor through schools, medical centers, nutrition centers and          
opportunities that empower the local people and enable them to support themselves 
even when resources are limited. Agencies such as United Methodist Communications, 
Discipleship Ministries and the General Board of Global Ministries partner with Congo 
leaders to accomplish many of these ministries. 

The church makes efforts to alleviate poverty and deadly diseases, such as malaria in 
Congo and Ebola virus in West Africa. Millions of bed nets were distributed by the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief for prevention against malaria. Coordinated   
efforts from church doctors and prayers from all Christians worked effectively and 
were sufficient to stop the Ebola outbreak in West Africa. 

The church sends missionaries and training pastors to proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ. The church teaches love, which influences many to manifest good hearts of   
giving compassion and care for others in disasters, such as Typhoon Glenda in the  
Philippines and everywhere. 

In the United States and other parts of the world, unfortunately, people desert the 
church. The love of God is not strong. Many of the members and even leaders have lost 
the passion, joy and hunger for serving God. Such places need a revival of God's Spirit. 
The church is also facing a challenge of incomprehension of doctrine and regulations 
from The Book of Discipline, which confuses many, especially in other cultures. For  
example, disagreement around homosexuality is a phenomenon that might divide the 
church. 

Share via EmailPrint 

mailto:?subject=[Shared%20Post]%20God%20unites%20us&body=Read%20God%20unites%20us%20at%20http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/god-unites-us.
http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/god-unites-us#
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God Unites Us (continued) - Terrorism is a defeatist ideology that calls for spilling of 
the blood of innocent women and defenseless children. Through terrorism we have  
witnessed thousands of people being killed throughout the world. We have seen     
hundreds of girls being kidnapped by Boko Haram in Nigeria. Wars have ravaged the 
world surface, causing suffering and terror. Millions of people are dying in Syria, 
Congo and other parts of the world; hence many children have become orphans or are 
illiterate. 

The Bible unites us to live as a global church where material resources and human   
resources should be put together for global development. As a church, we cannot      
ignore the environmental facts in the world in which we live: pollution of water and air, 
loss of biodiversity and public health issues make us vulnerable to disasters and    
tragedies now and in future. Furthermore, we face the dilemma of resources that block 
the development, support and building of infrastructure in Africa. 

It is time to put our little differences aside and forge ahead for the betterment of      
humanity. Let us work together, deny ourselves, take the cross of Jesus as we preach 
and live the gospel together and pray together binding our hands and hearts across 
generations and differences to engage in vital witness and mission for Jesus Christ in 
all our communities. 

Peter Cibuabua is one of the African young adult leaders of the third African Annual 
Summit and secretary of the youth in the West Congo Conference. A civil engineer, he 
is president of the youth and evangelist in The United Methodist International English 
Church in Kinshasa in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING FOR  

“CAREGIVERS OF ELDERLY FAMILY MEMBERS” 

Tuesday, August 23 

7 p.m. 

Narthex, United Methodist Church 

Almost two years ago, my mother was diagnosed with terminal cancer. Less than six weeks after her 

diagnosis, a bone in her leg that had been ravaged by the cancer shattered. In the blink of an eye, she 

was bed-bound and required 24-hour care, which could only be provided at the local care home. 

While I was aware this might happen as the end of her life approached, this turn of event was totally 

unexpected. With my father in denial and two brothers who did not live close-by, I was responsible 

for working our way through the logistics of placing a loved one in a care home and finding a way to 

pay for it. I would have appreciated help and support along the way but, for the most part, it was trial 

and error mixed with a great deal of frustration.  

Caring for my 90 year old father, who has lived by himself in his home after my mother’s death, has 

provided challenges as well. I have thought many times, as I am in the midst of one of these         

challenges, that it would be nice if I knew of someone who had gone through this already who I could 

call for advice and understanding.  

As a result of these experiences, I would like to start a support group at our church for people like me 

who need encouragement and guidance. I believe it would be a great help to those of us trying to 

navigate the ups and downs of caring for elderly family members. I hope to see you at the               

organizational meeting so I can gauge the level of interest in this endeavor. 

Pastor Bonnie 
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Great West District Lay Servant 
Ministries Advanced Training at 
Benkelman UMC August 26-27.  

No registration fee.   Registration 
must be received by August 22.  If 
interested   contact Melody at the 
Church Office for a registration 

form.   

 

 

 

Jeremy & Genie Anderson 

July 23, 2016 

Sunday, July 17 a “Welcome” Potluck was held for Pastor Bonnie and her husband Terry.  It was fun to see 
so many people attend and we look forward to this new journey with Pastor Bonnie!   
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Bob and Sharon Rickenbach 

Sunday, August 21 

Chadron United Methodist 

Church Narthex 

12:00 PM— 3:00 PM 
 

 

Hosted by Rodd Rickenbach & Michele Rickenbach 

 

No gifts please.   

BBQ Fundraiser—Come join us at Camp 

Norwesca for our annual BBQ Fundraiser! 

This year we are serving up authentic      

barbecue and fry bread!  There will be a 

bounce house, bake sale, live music, and a 

live auction!  This will be taking place on September 10 from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM.  

Tickets are $10 per adult and $7 per child (4-14).  100% of the proceeds go to        

Norwesca to help with day-to-day expense and to send campers to camp on           

scholarship.  They are currently in need of auction items!  Some items they are looking 

for are authentic Husker and Bronco gear, signed memorabilia, tickets, antiques, 

quilts, etc.  They are also in need of baked 

goods for their bake sale.  If you are            

interested in contributing, please contact 

Katelin Gosser at 308 432-3872.  Contact 

Melody at the Church office if you would like 

to purchase tickets.   
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Kid's Corner 

The Chadron UMC will be preparing and serving meals 
on the 2nd Monday of each month at Closer to Home.  
We need volunteers/groups to help make this a success.  
Dates between now and December are: 

October 10 

December 12 

If you can help, please contact Melody at the Church 
office or add your name to the sign up list placed on 
the table leading into the sanctuary.    Thank you for     
helping! 

 

Work has been taking place at the parsonage with  

painting, work on the upstairs bathroom, etc.  Thank 

you to everyone who has had a hand in helping with 

this work.   

              Roberts Electric 

         Morford Decorating 

            Vicky Morford 

                                  Kellee Gooder 

                                 Melody Herbert 

                            And, everyone who has  

                helped! 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


