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DECEMBER 2016 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ADVENT 

 

Have you ever wondered, “What is Advent?” I did when I first 
started going to church. The day I set foot back in a church on 
a regular basis was the first Sunday of Advent 1996. I had 
never seen an Advent Wreath but we had a reading and one 
candle was lit. Then next Sunday it happened again only two 
candles were lit and so on until Christmas Eve. I had realized that Advent had 
something to do with preparing for the birth of Jesus but also was concerned 
with Jesus’ return to earth. By the next year I was contemplating becoming a lay 
speaker in the Oshkosh United Methodist Church, and being the curious person 
that I am, I decided to learn about Advent. Here’s what I discovered: 

Advent is the beginning of the Church Year in the United Methodist Church. It 
begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday closest 
to November 30th, and ends on Christmas Eve, December 24th. The word Advent 
is derived from the Latin word, adventus, which means “coming.” The focus of 
the season is the celebration of the birth of Jesus the Christ in his First Coming, 
the recognition that He comes continually in Word and Spirit, and the anticipa-
tion of the return of Christ the King in his Second Coming. In this light we see 
that Advent is more than commemorating an event that occurred in ancient     
history. It is also looking forward to the time of Christ’s return when all creation 
will be reconciled to God. Since Advent focuses on past, present and future, it 
also symbolizes the spiritual journey of people and of congregations as they     
affirm that Christ has come, Christ continues in the world today, and Christ will 
come again in judgment and glory. 

Each year the season of Advent calls the faithful to prepare for these comings. 
Advent, historically, has been marked by fasting but this is not as common in 
modern times. When we think of fasting for religious reasons nowadays we most 
often think of Lent, which is the other season of preparation during the Christian 
year. The color associated with Advent, as with Lent, is purple signifying both 
penitence and royalty fit for Christ the King. However, many churches now use 
blue, which is a color associated with hope. Blue can also symbolize the night sky 
from which the angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds or the     
waters at the beginning of creation as per Genesis 1. 

Since one of the focal points of Advent is the future coming of Christ, the season 
is marked by a spirit of anticipation, preparation, longing, and perhaps a bit of 
trepidation as we consider the impending judgment promised at Jesus’ return. 
Scripture readings during Advent will reflect the emphasis on the Second Advent 
including themes of accountability for faithfulness, judgment for sin, and the 
hope of eternal life. For the first three Sundays of Advent, the Scripture readings 
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from the Old Testament focus on restoration and deliverance of God’s people. The Gospel  
readings anticipate a judgment on sin and a calling of the world to be accountable to God. The 
Epistle lessons, meanwhile, give us guidelines on how to live lives acceptable to Christ while 
we await his return. On the last Sunday the Scriptures tell of the promised Messiah, of the 
events just prior to Jesus’ birth, and give an exaltation of the sacrifice Christ make for us. The 
season of Advent ends on Christmas Eve, with the birth of the Christ child. 

The season of Advent gives us cause to prayerfully examine the mystery of faith: “Christ has 
died, Christ is risen; Christ will come again.” Let us, therefore, take this proclamation           
seriously and be awake and ready at His coming.  

 

Pastor Bonnie 

 

 

SOLE FULL SHOE TREE 

The Outreach Team is once again    

sponsoring the Sole Full Shoe Tree.  

The sign-up sheet is located on the   

table in the Narthex. When you sign up, 

please grab a gift tag and fill out all the     

necessary information (child’s name, 

group number,      

gender, shoe size, 

etc.).  There are four   

tables  - Chadron 1, 

Chadron 2, Chadron 3 

and CDC Children.  

Please place the 

wrapped gift with 

the tag securely    

attached on the appropriate table—this 

is necessary for sorting and delivery 

purposes.  If you have any questions, 

please contact Shawn Hartman or any 

of the Outreach Team Members.  

Thank you so much for your generosity.   

The Chrismon Tree is highly 
symbolic, decorated with     
traditional and modified       
ancient Christian symbols, 
called Chrismons.  They are 
usually handmade using beads, 
sequins, and glitter in colors of 

white and 
gold.  The 
Mrs./Misses 
Y o u n g 
W o m e n ’ s 
Group made 
t h e s e      
Chrismons in 
the 1970’s 
and they are     
currently on 
display at the 
Parade of 
Trees at the 

Court House.  

A Chrismon Tree 



Fellowship Hosts:  
Worship Team 

Communion Server 
Bobby Griese 

Liturgists  

Dec. 4—Linda Thayer 
Dec. 11—Fran Grimes 
Dec. 18—Jess Blundell 
Dec. 25—Robin Foulk 

Camera Operators 

Dec. 4—Bob Hawthorne 
Dec. 11—Sharon Rickenbach 
Dec. 18—Linda Thayer 
Dec. 25—Scott Roberts 

Ushers 

Dec. 4 & 11—Kellee Gooder, Margaret Crouse 
and Tim & Kari Gaswick 
Dec. 18 & 25—Scott & Rebecca Fernau and 
Ralph Laue & Cleo Koerber 

Potluck 

Youth Fellowship Chili Cook-Off 

 

   

Reminders for December 

  2 Brooke Blanford 
  3 Connie Kolling 
 Beverlee Wieting 
  4 Jordan Trueblood 
  6 Sharon Davis 
  8 Justin Murdock 
 Nichole Pourier 
 10 Isaiah Sanford 
 11 Grady Gooder 
 12 Ryker Demaree 
 Mark Kolling 
 13 Toby Harford 
 Tyron Snyder 
 Sara Taylor 
 14 Ken Marlatt 

  16 Lavern Savage 
  20 Chad Graves 
 Melody Herbert 
  21 Kyle Demaree 
  23 Darold German 
 Kiera Haag 
  24 Shirley Kay 
  25 Mackenzie Butts 
  27 Patti Romanjenko 
  28 John Madsen 
  29 Catarina Dodd 
 Tim Gaswick 
 Virginia Jones 
 Abigail Orton 
  

  

 

 

3 Mike & Amy Trueblood 
17 Lonnie & Susan Snyder 
18 John & Brenda Morford 
30 Bill & Dolores Nydahl 

30 John & Valerie Humphrey 

Stewardship Gifts 
How can you help and give 

back to your Church? 

Your gift of sharing  is 

needed!   We are asking you 

to sign up for areas you 

would be interested in helping.  There will be sign up 

sheets on the information table in the Narthex.   

We are seeking the following: 

Ushers 

Liturgist 

Camera Operators for our TV Ministry (training will 

be provided) 

Communion Server 

Greeters 

Flowers & Decorations 

Children’s Sunday School Aides 

Acolytes 

Prayer Chain 

Please consider giving your gift of service and time.  

You get to sign up for the things you are interested in 

rather than assignments being given.  However please 

know if no one signs up—assignments will have to be 

made.   

Alex Fisher, Austin Taylor 
and Tristan Herbert for   
serving as Acolytes in        

November.  Your help is 
greatly  appreciated!   
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Blue Christmas 

by Dean McIntyre 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/blue-
christmas 

 

In the midst of all the wonder, joy, and celebration of 
Christmas, with its carols, parties, decorating, baking, 
gift giving, and family time, it's easy for us to forget 
that in our own churches, Sunday school classes, and 
choirs there is likely to be someone for whom the idea 

of Christmas joy is not part of the season this year. Events take place at this time of the 
year that simply make celebration impossible — illness, sudden death of a loved one, or 
the burden of caring for a loved one, the loss of a job, oppressive financial difficulties, 
strained family relations, divorce or separation. For some people, Christmas may simply 
bring up memories of a difficult and troubled past. Perhaps a spouse, child, or parent 
has been taken away to fight a war. And for some, they have been confronted with their 
own mortality, having been told that this may be their own last Christmas. 

When your life has been turned upside down by these or other circumstances, the last 
thing you feel like doing is singing with the angels. But as we Christians tend to do on 
Sunday morning, we put aside our problems and sufferings, greet our fellow worshipers 
with a smile, sing Joy to the World, and pretend that all is well, while all the while we 
may be suffering physically or emotionally. As followers of the risen Lord, how can we 
be anything else but happy? 

The reality is, of course, that in every Sunday morning service, in every choir rehearsal, 
and at every Christmas Eve candlelight service, there are people who are hurting and in 
pain, whose lives are in turmoil, and who seek help or answers. Even surrounded by our 
candles, poinsettias, the laughter of children, and the great joy of the Christmas season, 
can we minister to those among us who cannot enter into and share that joy this year?  

One of the ways in which we can be attentive to those who struggle to find the joy in 
Christmas season celebrations is to offer a Blue Christmas service, paying attention to 
the special needs of people who are "blue" or in pain at this time. Some churches call 
these "Longest Night Services," recognizing that the private night hours are often the 
most difficult, and the longest night of the year takes place on the winter solstice, just a 
few days before Christmas. These services can be a blend of elements that recognize 
Christmas and the fact that Jesus came to offer hope, as well as the fact that people are 
in pain. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

I have found Blue Christmas worship services to have deep meaning for those who are 
struggling with pain and grief. Therefore, Blue Christmas/Longest Night services 
will be offered at the Chadron United Methodist Church on December 20 at 5:30 
p.m. MT. I invite you to attend one of these services and be blessed by God’s presence 
through silence, meditation, and prayer. 

Pastor Bonnie 
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Committee Reports 
 

United Methodist Men—December 18 @ 7:30 AM 
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Sunday, December 18  

Following the 10:30 Worship &  

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Free will donation! Donations go   

toward the youth group mission trip 

this spring.   

 

If you wish to enter the cook-off, 

there is a sign up sheet on the       

information table in the Narthex.  

Prize will be awarded to the winner! 
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Glen & Vicki Kotschwar  

for the passing of Glen’s brother  

Anton “Tony” Kotschwar 

July 15, 1928—November 19, 2016 

Jason and Jess Blundell & Family  

for the passing of Jess’ grandmother 

Viola Ann Koerperich 

May 2 1927—November 21, 2016 

Blue Christmas/Longest Night Services  

Chadron United Methodist Church  

December 20  

5:30 p.m. MT. 

 

Ecumenical 

 Christmas  

ConcerT 
Sunday, December 4  ~ 3:00 PM 

Church of Latter Day Saints 

936 W. 10th St ~ Chadron NE 
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Thanksgiving Dinner/Potluck 

Sunday, November 20 was the annual Thanksgiving Potluck   

Dinner.  Thanks to all who brought the turkey’s and all the        

delicious food.  A special thank you to the Outreach/Mission 

Team for being such gracious hosts!  

Hanging the Greens 
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Sunday, November 20 

Hanging the Greens 
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Koins for the Kitchen 
The coins are mounting up!  Thanks to all who have contributed.  
We still have more to go and it’s fun watching the coins pile up.   
These donations will be used for the next phase of the kitchen 
project— new island, with new sink and faucet, and instant hot 
water heater.  So keep saving your coins and bring them to the 

Church!   

Koins 

for the 

Kitchen 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 

“12 Symbols of Christmas” 

Sunday, December 18 

10:30 Worship Service 

        

What a fun, energetic group of children we have this 

year.  It’s been fun this first quarter hearing the stories 

of Moses, learning about the 10 Commandments, 

Miriam’s dance,  the power of God and the plagues.  

We have also enjoyed  the activities—making “turkey”  

cupcakes, locusts, 10 Commandments to carry with 

you, Moses and the parting of the Red Sea, building a synagogue, etc..  The stories and 

music have been pretty fun also!   

To help us watch some of the stories and play the songs  on the DVD, Jeremy and 

Shelby Herbert are donating a TV and a DVD player.  A huge thank you to them AND 

our class wants to thank the congregation for the new windows in the classroom.  The 

classroom is so warm and cozy now.  The windows have been a true blessing.  

If you are interested in helping out with our Sunday School Room, we are looking for 

some furniture—especially bean bags or rocker chairs so the kids don’t have to sit on the 

floor as we watch and talk about our stories.   If you have some that you no longer use, 

our class would appreciate you for letting us use them.     

Chrismon LTree 



11 

Chrismon LTree 
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Bensyn 

Gooder 

 

Daughter of 

Scott & Nicole Gooder 

Born  

May 9, 2016 

Baptized 

November 20, 2016 

 

UMCOR Thanks you for your  

generous support of Flood  

Buckets and monetary gifts! 

 

The Wahlstrom Family 

gives a huge thank you 

to the UMC 

women who 

provided food 

and helped 

serve the 

luncheon after Dad’s  

funeral.  It was very 

much appreciated. 

What’s this?  

A Secret Santa is out there?   

Be watching for random acts 

of kindness and  recognition of 

special events—birthdays,  

anniversaries, etc. 
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Kid's Corner 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


