
847 SHELTON STREET 
CHADRON NE  69337 

(308) 432-2866 
REV. BONNIE MCCORD 

(308) 289-1185 
UMC@BBC.NET 

OFFICE HOURS 8-11 M,W-F 
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SEPTEMBER 2016 

 
Worship With Us 

Fall/Winter/Spring Schedule 
Beginning Sunday, September 11 

 
Sunday 

 
10:00 am—Fellowship Hall—Coffee & Conversation 

10:30 am—Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday 
5:30 pm—Contemplative Worship  

in the UMC Chapel 
 
 



Exploring the Practice of Extravagant Generosity 

“Giving helps us become what God wants us to be. Giving is not merely about the 
church’s need for money but about the Christian’s need to grow in generosity. 
Generosity is a fruit of the Spirit, a sign of our spiritual growth. God uses our  
giving to change the world for God’s purposes, and God uses our giving to        
reconfigure our interior lives and to change us!” [Robert Schnase, Practicing   

Extravagant Generosity: Daily Readings on the Grace of Giving (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 
2011), 7] 
 

Extravagant Generosity is a stewardship program which “connects the spiritual role of        
generosity to daily financial discipleship.” The program flows over four weeks, beginning on 
September 18 and culminating on October 8. Children, youth and adults alike are encouraged 
to participate in the program, which encompasses more than just a financial commitment to 
the church. There will be opportunities to lift up your favorite aspect of church, the person in 
the church who had the most impact on your life, and your greatest hope for its future. 

The first week’s focus is “EKG: Ministry Flows from the Heart.” The sermon will be based on 1 
Timothy 6:17-19. The take-away message will be “sharing and good deeds result in caring  
ministries” and we will be celebrating the things we love about our church.  

“The Art of Love: Relationships are Matters of the Heart” is the foundation of the second     
session with John 13:34-35 as the scripture focus. “Your relationships with one another prove 
you know God” is the guiding statement and our celebration will lift up people who have       
extended Christ’s love to us. 

“Bucket lists: Vision and Hope are Inspirations of the Heart” is the focus of our third session. 
The scripture readings for the day are Joel 2:38, Matthew 6:33; and Colossians 3:1. We will be 
celebrating the sources of hope in our lives and visions for the future with a take-away       
message of “God-sized vision requires faith and stepping out of your comfort zone.” 

Lastly, we will learn how “Extravagant Generosity is an Expression of Your Heart.” John 3:16 
and 2 Corinthians 8:24 will guide the sermon text. “Well done, good and faithful servant” is the 
theme as we recognize that God’s provision is trustworthy and our heart controls our treasure. 

I know stewardship campaigns can cause a sense of discomfort since it may feel like the 
church is trying to browbeat a person into supporting the church financially. That is not my   
intention for any stewardship campaign because I do not like being on the receiving end of 
that message. However, it is always good for us to think about the spiritual discipline of      
generosity and how we are blessed when we give.  

Although the writer of 2 Corinthians was referring to giving in general in chapter nine, verses 
six and seven, the words found there sum up the purpose of a church stewardship program 
quite well: “The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up 
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

I think this program offers a focus that is new and uplifting. I hope you will find value in it. 

Pastor Bonnie 

 My little one woke up one morning and said she dreamed 

about God.  When I asked what it was about she said He 

gave her things.  I replied that, “Yes, that’s what God 

does.  He provides for us.”  She said He must have known 

she wanted to feed the horse and goat because He gave her oats!   



Fellowship Hosts:  
Trustees 
Communion Server 
Jeff & Sabrina Fox 

Reminders for September 

Liturgists  

Sept 4—Jess Blundell 

Sept 11—Robin Foulk 

Sept 18—Beth Wentworth 

Sept 25—Vicky Morford 

Camera Operators 

Sept 4—Merle Morford 

Sept 11—Bob Hawthorne 

Sept 18—Rob Wahlstrom 

Sept 25—Tim Gaswick 

Ushers 

Sept 4—Justin & Cricket Haag and Marc & Heidi 

Wess 

Sept 11 & 18—Mike & Cathy Kaus and Bob & 

Sharon Rickenbach 

Sept 25 & Oct 2—Bob & Judy Hawthorne and 

Pete & Patti Romanjenko 

 1 Kaylee Gaswick 
 Russ Harford 
 Bob Hawthorne 
2 Dixie Connery 

Ashlyn Eitemiller 
5 Connie Blaylock 
6 Annica Vargas 
8 John Humphrey 
11 Kadence Fisher 
 Jove Griese 
 Norm Martin 
12 Adeliah Fernau 

 
 
14 Kari Gaswick 
17 Brittany Blaylock 
18 Kay Demaree 
19 Jay Bradt 
21 Brenda Morford 
22 Payten Hunter 
23 Tyson Pourier 
24 Stella Dale Scherbarth 
25 Keith Blaylock 
 Meryl Cockrell 
 Brett Gosnell 
 Sharon Rickenbach 
 April Grant 
6 Haley Blundell 
28 Joni Behrends 
29 Phyllis Burk 

1 Bryan & Jen Brown 

 Murray & Kathryn Johnson 

 2 Glen & Vicki Kotschwar 

  Lavern & Charlene Savage (50th)  

 6 Bobby & Lea Griese 

10 Tye & Nichole Pourier 

14 Brett & Nickole Gosnell 

16 Justin & Cricket Haag 

25 Don & Sharon Dodson 
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Where’s the Bell????  Update:  When Seth Leypoldt was doing research for the 125th       

Anniversary of the Church, he said Scott Roberts climbed in the bell tower and found all the iron work 

there however no bell.  Seth said when the Church was built the idea was to add a bell at sometime; 

however the bell was never added.  The way the bell tower is built, it would be almost impossible to add 

a bell now.   

Wednesday evening worship 

will return on September 14 

at 5:30 pm in the chapel.  

The  service will be 30     

minutes in length and      

contemplative in nature.  

The organizational meeting of 

the “Caring for the Caregiver” 

group met on August 23.  Nine 

people were in attendance.  A 

discussion was held in regards 

to the purpose of the group and 

focus of subsequent meetings.  

While the primary reason for 

the group will be to provide 

community and emotional/

spiritual support, a secondary 

emphasis will be to offer access to resources.  Periodically, 

speakers on various care-related subjects will join us.  Our next 

meeting will be Tuesday, September 13 in Fellowship Hall.  This 

group is not limited to church members so please tell friends and 

neighbors, regardless of their religious affiliation, about these 

meetings.  Everyone is welcome! 

Organizational Meeting for Bible 
Study on the Gospel of Luke 

Interest has been expressed in a Bible 
Study on Luke’s Gospel. The structure of 
this Bible study would be very informal and will not require any outside resources. The 
only book needed is your favorite Bible. Before we can begin, though, we need to     
decide which day of the week and what time of the day will work best for those         
interested.  Therefore, if you would like to participate in this study, please plan to     
attend an organizational meeting on September 27 at 7 p.m. the Narthex.  We will 
not be starting the study on this day, we will only be deciding a meeting time 
and day.  

The Chadron UMC Youth Group Coordinators will be holding a parents 

meeting for both Middle School and High School parents on September 7 

at 5:30 PM.  The meeting should take about half and hour and they need as 

many parents as possible to attend as  there is important information to be 

covered.  Youth Group will start  the following week on Wednesday,       

September 14.   

Middle School will meet from 6:00 PM—7:20 PM 

                              High School will meet from 7:00 PM—8:30 PM 
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Committee Reports 

The Worship Committee met on August 16 .  Chairperson, Jane Druecker, had each member introduce 

themselves to Pastor Bonnie and explain their role. 

 Charlene Savage - delivers weekly bulletins to shut-ins 

 Cleo Koerber—Finds greeters for Sunday worship 

 Jane Druecker—Director for Hand Bell Choir and arranges Special Music for summer months 

 Linda Halverson—Altar Guild 

 Norm Martin—Vocal Choir Director 

Pastor Bonnie gave an overview of the Christian Calendar.  Committee discussed the Usher/Greeter schedule.  

The Committee decided to meet quarterly; the next meeting will be November 8.   
(This is a brief summary of the meeting minutes, if you would like a full copy, please contact the office) 

Ad Council/Finance Committee met on July 25.  Treasurer’s Report was presented by Chairperson, Rob Wahlstrom in 

the absence of Treasurer,  Chuck Cressy.  Finance Committee reported the audit has been completed and found to be in 

order. Stewardship Campaign will be discussed by the Finance Committee and report to the next Ad Council Meeting.   

Old Business was discussed—website development; Pastor vacation pay, and electronic giving.   

New Business:   Tim Gaswick was nominated as Financial Secretary;  motion carried.  Fall Festival was discussed, 

Shawn Hartman volunteered to chair the event.  The Chadron UMC has been asked to host the visit of Bishop Rev. Dr. 

Ruben Saenz, Jr. on Saturday, October 1 (minutes to be corrected).  Jane Druecker will be  in charge of the plans for his 

visit.  Lifetouch has    contacted the church regarding a pictorial directory.  

Committee Reports— 

 SPPRC—Transition going well—Janice German is the chairperson for the Transition Team 

 Trustees:  Scott Roberts reported on parsonage bathroom progress—lots of projects need to be done; lack of 

  money to do.  Circle J will be finishing the fascia work on the church. 

 Worship—Jane Druecker reported special music is scheduled through September 4.  Meeting with Pastor    

  Bonnie to discuss worship ideas and plans 

 Lay Leadership/Nomination-Pastor Bonnie asked about the formation of the Evangelism Team—further       

  discussion will take place 

 Christian Education—Jessica Fisher reported that Sunday School will be on hold for right now.  Had difficult 

  time finding teachers last year. 

 United Methodist Men (UMM) - Rob Wahlstrom reported they will start meeting again in September. 

 United Methodist Youth Fellowship—Pastor Bonnie will be meeting with Meg Peterson & Kaitlin Gosser to 

  talk about the program. 

Pastor Bonnie shared a visit she had with CSC Student Austin Casper regarding Campus Ministries.  Council was     

supportive.  Pastor Bonnie also shared forming a support group for caregivers.   

Council will meet in September then every two months on the 3rd Tuesday.  Next meeting will be September 20.  

Bishop Saenz’s reception and Fall Festival will be finalized; update on the website and financial giving will also be on 

the agenda. 

(A full copy of the minutes may be requested through the office) 

September  Committee Meetings 
Memorial Committee—Monday, September 5 @ 9:00 AM 

United Methodist Men—Sunday, September 18 @ 7:30 AM 

Ad Council/Finance Committee—Tuesday, September 20 @  7:00 PM 
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Thank You!!!  How does one thank so many when words don’t seem like 
enough?  We had such a wonderful time sharing our anniversary with everyone.  
And what better place than in the same Church we were married in 50 years 
ago.  The beautiful music in the Church Service by Kellee and Shawn was just 
the beginning of a perfect day.  And Melody I know you did a lot of the leg work 
behind the scenes.  The video was awesome, 
along with the decorations, cake and mints.  
And thank you to the TLC group for helping 

set up and clean up.  We loved putting together the puzzle pieces that 
everyone signed, another keepsake.  And our dear sweet family, Rodd, 
Michele, Marilynne, Rick, Linda, Brent, Cathy and Nicole; God certainly 
blessed us with you.  I wish I could name everyone that helped make our 
day perfect but I don’t think there’s enough paper.  Hugs my family and 
friends.  Sharon and Bob 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 7—7:00 pm 

PONDEROSA ROOM—CSC STUDENT CENTER 

Contact Rev. Bonnie McCord at 308-289-1185 or Austin Casper 402-741-1167 for more information 
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Community Responds to Call for Flood Buckets 

On Friday, August 19 the Chadron United Methodist Parish 

(UMC) received notice the United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR) was in need of flood cleanup buckets to be sent to af-

fected households in the LaFayette and Baton Rouge areas which 

have been severely affected by the floods.  The Chadron UMC es-

tablished an initial goal of ten (10) flood buckets.  Vicki 

Kotschwar, Chairperson of the Disaster Relief Committee for the 

Chadron UMC; and Melody Herbert, Administrative Assistant for 

the Chadron UMC began reaching out to the community through 

Facebook and local media for support to reach this goal.  The cost 

to complete each bucket is approximately sixty five dollars ($65) 

and includes fifteen different items consisting of laundry detergent, dish soap, liquid cleaners, bug spray, gloves, 

clothespins, clotheslines, dust masks, deodorizer, rubber gloves, sponges, scrubbing pads, handi-wipes, trash bags and a 

scrub brush.  With the limited time to collect supplies and donations, Kotschwar felt this may be a difficult goal to 

achieve.  However, as word spread the response was overwhelming.   Ace Hardware donated buckets with lids and 

Bomgaars and Walmart donated supplies.  The people of the community of Chadron, Crawford and Whitney donated 

just over $1700 in those four days in supplies and/or money.  Kotschwar said, “The community really came together, as 

they always do, with an overwhelming response”.  On Friday, August 26 a total of twenty seven (27) flood buckets 

were assembled, far exceeding the initial goal of ten.   

On Monday, August 29, the buckets were loaded and made their way to Ogallala, Nebraska to be collected with other 

flood buckets from United Methodist Church’s in the Great Plains Conference.  From Ogallala they will be transported 

to Louisiana by volunteers traveling to assist UMCOR with the distribution of 

another 2,000 flood buckets.   

The Chadron United Methodist Parish extends a grateful thank you to the busi-

nesses and individuals who contributed to this worthy cause.  Kotschwar said, 

“The response was heartwarming and without the support of our communities, 

this would not have been possible.”  Anyone wanting to contribute funds to this 

effort may still do so; monies will be collected and sent to the UMCOR Disaster 

Response. 

http://www.umcor.org/
http://www.umcor.org/
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Ardith Marie 

Morse 

February 5, 1940 

August 13, 2016 

 

We extend our sympathy and 

prayers to Ardith’s  family 

and friends. 

The Chadron UMC will be preparing and serving meals 
on the 2nd Monday of each month at Closer to Home.  
We need volunteers/groups to help make this a success.  
Dates between now and December are: 

October 10 

December 12 

If you can help, please contact Melody at the Church 
office or add your name to the sign up list placed on 
the table leading into the sanctuary.    Thank you for     
helping! 

 

An Exploration Event  
for persons of  any age  
who are contemplating  

responding to God’s call to  
Ministry 

 
At Camp Norwesca 

79 Norwesca Rd 
Chadron NE 

October 14-15, 2016 

No registration fee 

Registration Deadline 
October 7, 2016 

Who will be in attendance? 

Persons of any age who are interested in    

discerning their call to ministry.  This event is 

designed to help you frame your questions 

about ministry and to point you in the         

direction of where to find answers. 

What’s on the Agenda? 

Introductions 

Clergy and Lay Ministers from throughout 

our district who are excited about your  

interest in ministry and will help guide 

you. 

Devotion and Holy Communion 

The District Superintendent will present 

the process of getting started and          

responding to God’s call.  What do I have 

to do?  What is the first step? Second step, 

etc?  What is the timeline? 

The Great West district registrar will    

present the process of using the online  

record-keeping program (Pathways),    

necessary forms and other materials. 

Prayer 

Answers to all your questions. 

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/districts/greatwest/newsletters/are+your+ready+brochure-registration.pdf
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Kid's Corner 

We have found ourselves at a crossroad with “Sunday School”.  Parents 

we NEED your input.  What would you like?  Would you like to have it 

BEFORE church on Sunday mornings (9:30 am—10:10 am); or at the 

same time as the Adult Bible Study (the night yet to be determined); or 

Friday afternoons on Schedule B school days or on Fridays later in the 

day when there is no Just For Kids program at school?  We really need 

your help to make this work and be a positive  learning experience for 

our children.  However we need your participation and help.  Please contact Melody at 432-

2866 or 430-2040 or email:  umc@bbc.net —she wants and needs to hear your ideas.  We 

would like to have something in place by October.   
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


