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Worship With Us 
 

Sunday Worship Service 
Chadron UMC 

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study 
9:00 AM Children’s & Youth Sunday School 

(PreK-4th and 5th & 6th Grades) 
10:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
 

Potluck Dinner 4th Sunday of every Month 
Birthday Offering last Sunday of every Month 

 
Contemplative Worship 

Wednesday’s at 5:30 in the Chapel 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24 

6:00 PM 
 
 



An Excerpt of “The Season of Advent: Anticipation and 
Hope” 

By Dennis Bratcher 

Found at http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html.  
 

The beginning of Advent is a time for the hanging of the 
green, which includes the decoration of the church with     
evergreen wreaths, boughs, or trees that help to symbolize 

the new and everlasting life brought through Jesus the Christ. Some churches have a 
special weekday service, or the first Sunday evening of Advent, or even the first Sun-
day morning of Advent, in which the church is decorated and the Advent wreath put in 
place.  

The Advent wreath is an increasingly popular symbol of the beginning of the Church 
year in many churches as well as homes. It is a circular evergreen wreath (real or     
artificial) with five candles, four around the wreath and one in the center. Since the 
wreath is symbolic and a vehicle to tell the Christmas story, there are various ways to 
understand the symbolism. The exact meaning given to the various aspects of the 
wreath is not as important as the story to which it invites us to listen, and participate. 

The circle of the wreath reminds us that God is eternal and God’s mercy has no         
beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the 
hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of God coming 
into the world through the birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the       
period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which themselves symbolize the 
four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 

The colors of the candles vary with different traditions, but there are usually three  
purple or blue candles, corresponding to the sanctuary colors of Advent, and one pink 
or rose candle. One of the purple candles is lighted the first Sunday of Advent, a  
Scripture is read, a short devotional or reading is given, and a prayer offered. On    
subsequent Sundays, previous candles are relighted with an additional one lighted. 
The pink candle is usually lighted on the third Sunday of Advent. However, different 
churches or traditions light the pink candle on different Sundays depending on the 
symbolism used.  

The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light  
reminds us Jesus is the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to 
bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds us that we are called to be a light to the 
world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). The progression in the 
lighting of the candles symbolizes the various aspects of our waiting experience. As the 
candles are lighted over the four week period, it also symbolizes the darkness of fear 
and hopelessness receding and the shadows of sin falling away as more and more light 
is shed into the world. The flame of each new candle reminds the worshippers that 
something is happening, and more is yet to come. Finally, the light that has come into 
the world is plainly visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and worshipers 
rejoice over the fact that the hope and promise of long ago have been realized. 

The first candle is traditionally the candle of Expectation or Hope (or in some           
traditions, Prophecy). This draws attention to the anticipation of the coming of an 
Anointed One, or a Messiah, that weaves its way like a golden thread through Old   
Testament history. As God’s people were abused by power hungry kings, led astray by  

(continued on page 4) 

http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html
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 Fellowship Hosts:  
 Worship Committee 
 
 
 

Communion Server   
Kellee Gooder 
 

Christmas Eve Communion Servers 
 McCord Family 
 

Liturgists  
December 3—Linda Thayer 
December 10—Kay Demaree 
December 17—Betty Martin 
December 24—Robin Foulk 
December 31—Beth Wentworth 

 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
December 3 & 10—Larry & Kay  
Demaree and Tim & Kari Gaswick 
December 17 & 24—Scott & Rebecca Fernau and 
Cleo Koerber & Phyllis Burk 
December 31—Justin, Cricket, Sawyer & Kiera Haag 

 
Acoltyes 
December 3—Alex Fisher & Allison  
Taylor 
December 10—Austin Taylor  & Kadence 
Fisher 
December 17—Tristan Herbert & Kylie 
Mattmiller 
December 24—Alex Fisher & Austin  
Taylor 
December 31—Kiera Haag & Allison 
Taylor 
 

Potluck Hosts   
No Potluck in December 

   

2 Brooke Blanford 
3 Connie Kolling 
 Beverlee Wieting 
4 Jordan Trueblood 
5 Chelsey Scherbarth 
6 Sharon Davis 
8 Justin Murdock 
 Nichole Pourier 
10 Isaiah Sanford 
11 Grady Gooder 
12 Ryker Demaree  
 Mark Kolling 
13 Toby Harford 
 Tyron Snyder 
 Sara Taylor 
14 Ken Marlatt 
16 Lavern Savage 
20 Chad Graves 
 Melody Herbert 
21 Kyle Demaree 
23 Darold German 
 Kiera Haag 
25 Mackenzie Butts 
 Jeremy Herbert 
27 Patti Romanjenko 
 Declan Scherbarth 
28 John Madsen 
29 Catarina Dodd 
 Tim Gaswick 
 Virginia Jones 
 Abigail Orton  
 Kelcey Roberts 

3 Mike & Amy Trueblood 
17 Lonnie & Susan Snyder 
30 Bill & Dolores Nydahl 
 John & Valerie Humphrey 



(Pastor’s Corner continued) 

self-centered prophets, and lulled into apathy by half-hearted religious leaders, 
there arose a longing among some for God to raise up a new king who could 
show them how to be God’s people. They yearned for a return of God’s dynamic 
presence in their midst.And so, God revealed to some of the prophets that in-
deed He would not leave His people without a true Shepherd. While they        
expected a new earthly king, their expectations fell far short of God’s revelation 
of Himself in Christ. And yet, the world is not yet fully redeemed. So, we again 
with expectation, with hope, await God’s new work in history, the second       
Advent, in which He will again reveal Himself to the world. And we understand 
in a profound sense that the best, the highest of our expectations will fall far 
short of what our Lord’s Second Advent will reveal! 

The remaining three candles of Advent may be associated with different aspects 
of the Advent story in different churches, or even in different years. Usually 
they are organized around characters or themes as a way to unfold the story 
and direct attention to the celebrations and worship in the season. So, the      
sequence for the remaining three Sundays might be Bethlehem, Shepherds,   
Angels. Or Love, Joy, Peace.  Or John the Baptist, Mary, the Magi. Or the        
Annunciation, Proclamation, Fulfillment. Whatever sequence is used, the    
Scripture readings, prayers, lighting of the candles, the participation of        
worshipers in the service, all are geared to unfolding the story of redemption 
through God’s grace in the Incarnation. 

The third candle, usually for the Third Sunday of Advent, is traditionally Pink or 
Rose, and symbolizes Joy at the soon Advent of the Christ.  It marks a shift from 
the more solemn tone of the first two Sundays of Advent that focus on Prepara-
tion and Hope, to a more joyous atmosphere of anticipation and expectancy.  
Sometimes the colors of the sanctuary and vestments are also changed to Rose 
for this Sunday. As noted above, in some churches the pink Advent candle is 
used on the fourth Sunday to mark the joy at the impending Nativity of Jesus. 

Whatever sequence is adopted for these Sundays, the theme of Joy can still be 
the focus for the pink candle. For example, when using the third Sunday to  
commemorate the visit of the Magi the focus can be on the Joy of worshipping 
the new found King. Or the Shepherds as the symbol for the third Sunday 
brings to mind the joy of the proclamation made to them in the fields, and the 
adoration expressed as they knelt before the Child at the manger. If used on the 
fourth Sunday of Advent, it can symbolize the Joy in fulfilled hope. 

The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle. It is traditionally 
lighted on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. However, since many Protestant 
churches do not have services on those days, many light it on the Sunday      
preceding Christmas, with all five candles continuing to be lighted in services 
through Epiphany (Jan 6). The central location of the Christ Candle reminds us 
that the incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world. 

Pastor Bonnie 
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Committee Meetings 

United Methodist Men—Sunday, December 17 @ 7:30 AM 

You’re Invited 

Open House 

Hosted by Thrivent Financial  

Representatives: 

Ben Rust and 

Calvin Slevers, LUTCF, FIC, 

RICP 

 

Friday, December 15, 2017 

2:00 PM -6:00 PM 

408 Main St. 

Chadron NE  69337 

We are unable to broadcast the      

Sunday 10:30 Worship Services at 

this time.  The equipment installed by 

Great Plains that enabled the broad-

cast, no longer works and cannot be 

repaired.  Great Plains is moving to 

an all digital platform that will involve 

fiber optics and new equipment.  

Great Plains is working with the 

Church to help with options to enable 

us to provide this broadcast; however 

it’s going to take some time.  There-

fore, until further notice, the TV Minis-

try will not be available.  We are confi-

dent, with the assistance of Great 

Plains, we will have our broadcast 

back, in some format, in the new year.  

Thank you everyone for your patience 

and understanding. 
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Each year Christmas cookies are prepared by volunteers,     

plated and delivered to individuals who either live alone, can’t 

get out on a regular basis or there may be a need for a plate of 

“A Touch of Love” to cheer them up.  We are asking for cookies 

and volunteers for this event!  Please bring cookies to the 

church on Saturday  December 16 by 9:00 AM and please think 

about staying and helping.  This year we want to try some-

thing different—if you bake sugar cookies please bring 

them UNFROSTED.  We will be asking the children to 

join us to frost the cookies and help deliver them.  The 

ingredients for the icing and the sprinkles and decorations will 

be furnished through Thrivent Financial Action Team funds.  

This will be a great way to interact with our young people.  

Children participating will receive a T-Shirt! Please mark your 

calendars and join the fun!!  
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Children’s Christmas 

Program 

Sunday, December 17 

10:30 AM 

Anyone wanting to purchase a Poinsettia plant in honor or 

memory of loved ones; the order forms are on the information  

table in the Narthex.  Plants are $12/each.  Return the completed 

order form with your check to the church office.   

 

Children’s Shoe Tree 

There are still a few children’s names left that need 

boots and/or shoes.  Sign up sheet is on the Shoe Ta-

ble in the Narthex.  When you sign up be sure to fill 

out the Gift Tag and   attach it to the package.  This 

is a wonderful way to give during this Giving Season.  

Santa will deliver packages on December 20. 
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A Blue Christmas/Longest Night    

service will be held at the Chadron 

United Methodist Church on            

December 21 at 5:30 p.m. This service 

offers a time of silence, meditation, 

and prayer to those who struggle to 

find the joy in the celebrations         

associated with the Christmas       

holiday. This is an opportunity to 

step away from the hubbub and stress 

of the season and rest in the presence 

of God. Please consider joining us. 

 

Correction 

The following is the updated 

address if you would like to 

send Jerry Haugland a card. 

Jerry Haugland 

100 Centre St. Apt. 912 

Brookline MA 02446 

United Blood  

Services  

Blood Drive 

Thursday 12/07/2017 
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Chadron United Methodist Church is on the web!  Check us 

out at www.chadronumc.org.  You can find events, monthly 

calendar, leadership, etc.  It’s a constant work in progress.  If 

you have suggestions as to what you would like to see includ-

ed, please contact Melody Herbert at the office 432-2866 or 

email:  chadronmethodistchurch@gmail.com.   

The November Soup & Pie Supper was held on Tuesday, November 28.  

Featured soup was Ham & Beans and it was delicious along with the corn 

bread and pies!  Entertainment was provided by Shawn Hartman playing 

Christmas carols. 

 

https://www.chadronumc.org/
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If  you have had a change in address, phone    

number, email, family members, etc., please    

contact Melody at the Church Office. She would 

like to have updated information for the 2018 

Church Directory. 

 

To provide a more security work space 

during the week, all doors leading into the 

church will now be locked.  A doorbell has 

been installed on the west door by the    

alley.  During the hours of 8:00 AM—

Noon, Monday-Friday, to enter the 

church, please use the doorbell and wait 

for Melody or Pastor Bonnie to unlock the 

door.  A doorbell will be installed by the front door for your use 

in the near future.  Thank you for your patience and              

understanding.   

Offering envelopes have 

been ordered. Thy are just 

like last years.  If you want 

a box, please contact the 

office. 
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Kid's Corner 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

Check out our website: 

Www.chadronumc.org 

 


