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JANUARY 2017 

 

 

Worship With Us 
Fall/Winter/Spring Schedule 

 
Sunday 

Sunday School:  9-10 am 

 Adult Bible Study:  9-10 am (Fellowship Hall) 

Coffee and Conversation:  10-10:30 am 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:30 am 

 

Wednesday 

Contemplative Worship Service:  

5:30 pm in the Chapel 

 



The Nature of Spiritual Gifts 

Written by Barbara Dick, September 20, 2011 

(https://equippedforeverygoodwork.wordpress.com/2011/09/20/
the-nature-of-spiritual-gifts/) 

Identifying our Spiritual gifts is a wonderful first step. Defining 
them is great. But what are these gifts of the Spirit? What is 
their nature? They are not talents, abilities, roles, or functions, 

but expressions of the power of the Holy Spirit, given by God, and the authority to use that 
power in building up of the body of Christ—fulfilling our mission—doing God’s will in the way 
that is best suited to who we are as unique and beloved individuals joined in community. 

The power of the Holy Spirit is often characterized in the Old Testament as ruach, or breath, 
and as fire. It is the ruach that breathed life into the first earthling (Gen. 2:7). It is ruach that 
guided the people of Israel through the wilderness toward the promised land (Ex. 13:21). It is 
ruach that comforted Elijah on Mount Horeb (1 Kings 19:12). Further, in the New Testament, 
the rush of a mighty wind (pneuma in Greek) filled the house at Pentecost and settled as 
tongues of fire on the first believers, transforming their lives and the world (Acts 2:2-4). 

That power, that breath, that spark of Holy fire, is revealed, or activated, in us as gifts of the 
Spirit or charismata—gifts of grace. They are within each of us waiting and ready to guide…
and help…and hear…and care. We have, in our busyness, largely forgotten how to listen, how 
to find that spark. Much like the characters in the Wizard of Oz, we have just the gifts we need 
to fulfill our deepest desires and the world’s need, but we are not aware of them or lack      
confidence in their power. 

We worship and work together in the church. But how well do we really know one another? 
What do we know of our own or each other’s deep passions in relation to God and the world? 

Spiritual gifts discovery is a tool to help us begin hear the still, small voice, to be filled by the 
ruach, the breath of God, to find the spark of the Holy Spirit that will empower us to: 

know ourselves and one another better 

discern God’s will for our lives—where our deep passion and the world’s deep need inter-
sect and move us to powerful ministry 

prioritize our time and activities 

learn to say no and yes appropriately 

find the joy of living in God’s will 
Discovery of our individual gifts is the first step in this process. One hot coal will not keep the 
fire going, and it will eventually cool and die. Our gifts must be linked in community. We need 
to journey together, talk about and share our gifts, celebrate together the glorious power of 
the Holy Spirit moving through us for the sake of the body of Christ and in service to the 
world. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On January 15, we will begin a five-part sermon series on the gifts of the Spirit. The first    
Sunday will be an introduction to the Holy Spirit. On the second Sunday, we will explore the       
biblical basis for Spiritual gifts. We will discover how Spiritual gifts function in our third       
installment. The sermon on the fourth Sunday will help us discover our own Spiritual gifts. 
Lastly, we will learn how our Spiritual gifts work within the church and for the glory of God. I 
hope you will come join us on a Spirit-filled journey. 

Pastor Bonnie  

https://equippedforeverygoodwork.wordpress.com/author/stephana97/


Fellowship Hosts:  
History/Memorial/Membership Committees 
Communion Server 
Sharon Rickenbach 
Liturgists  
Jan 1 Vicky Morford 
Jan 8 Betty Martin 
Jan 15  Vicki Kotschwar 
Jan 22  Beth Wentworth 
Jan 29 Jane Druecker 
Camera Operators 
Jan 1 Rob Wahlstrom 
Jan 8 Glen Kotschwar 
Jan 15 Tim Gaswick 
Jan 22 Bob Rickenbach 
Jan 29 Bob Hawthorne 
Ushers 
Jan 1 Phyllis Burk, Linda Teahon, Robin Foulk 
Jan 8 & 15 Justin & Carey Madsen and Mark & 
Connie Kolling 
Jan 22 & 29  Lavern & Charlene Savage & David 
& Sandra Blake 
Potluck 
Worship Committee 
 

   

Reminders for  

 1 Doralie Lawson 
 2 Shawn Savage 
 4 Kyler Behrends 
 Amy Halverson 
 Suze Jones 
13  Jim Sheaffer 
15  Ashley Orton 
16  James Koerber 
 Joe Young 
18  Dee Cockrell 
19  Chuck Cressy 
 

  20 Rowen Griese 
 Stephanie   
       Baumgarten 
  22 Coltryn Stokey 
  23 Knox Demaree 
 Dolores Nydahl 
  27 Greg Downing 
  30 Jane Druecker 
  31 Robin Foulk  

  

 

23 Norm & Betty Martin 

To our Acolytes that 
helped out in December.   

Your help is greatly          
appreciated!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank this wonderful  congregation 

for their overwhelming support  in 2016 and 

for their generous gifts.  I am blessed to have 

each of you in my life and I love being a 

part of this church family.  Thank you and I 

look forward to 2017.  Happy New Year! 

Melody 
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 LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 
 

The Highway 20 Network and the 
Chadron United Methodist Church 
is   hosting a Leadership Summit on 
January 14, 2017. This is an          
opportunity to learn the ways in 
which the committees and the 
church leadership can work           
together for a more effective,         
efficient church. More details can 
be found on the Leadership Summit 
flyer included in this newsletter. 
 

Everyone who is serving in a leader-
ship position or on a committee in 
2017 is   welcome to come to the 
morning session, but Lay Leaders, 
Lay Members to Annual Conference, 
and all committee  chairpersons, are 
especially encouraged to attend.  

 

The afternoon sessions are specifically  tailored to the four committees  
required by the United Methodist Book of Discipline: Lay Leadership & 
Nominations; Board of Trustees; Finance; and Staff/Pastor-Parish          
Relations. This is an excellent opportunity for those new to a committee to 
learn more about their position, as well as an opportunity for individuals 
already serving to be reminded of the duties and expectations for the   
committee of which she or he is a member. 

I wish to extend a hearty “Thank you” to everyone for 
the Christmas gifts, cards, and well wishes. I am also 
grateful for the Christmas gift from the congregation. 
I appreciate your thoughtfulness and consider it a 

privilege and an honor to serve the Chadron United Methodist 
Church and community. 

Pastor Bonnie  
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LAY LEADER CLASSES 

All Lay Leaders and anyone interested in 

being a Lay Leader, classes will be held 

on Friday, January 27 and Saturday 

January 28 at the Chadron UMC.  More 

information regarding times, etc. will be 

available as the dates get closer.   

Sunday January 15 

Human Relations 

Day 

Special Offering 

 

Human Relations 

Day is recognized 

the Sunday before 

the national obser-

vance of Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s 

birthday.  Offerings 

are used to 

strengthen United Methodist outreach to    

communities in the United States and Puerto 

Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 

at-risk youth.  

Great Plains United Methodist Men  

Winter Rally 

February 17-19, 2017 

Camp Fontanelle 

Fremont, NE 

If you are interested in attending,        
registration forms are available in the  
office or on the information table in the 
Narthex.   
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Life Line Screening 

Tuesday, January 24 

Chadron United Methodist Church 

Pre-registration is required—Call 1-888-653-6450 

If you would like a certificate for a complimentary screening, 

please call or stop and see Melody in the office. 

The Sole Full Shoe Tree was a success once again this year.  Thank you to all 

who participated!  Your generosity was very appreciated. 
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Thanks to everyone who brought cookies, and helped plate and deliver the Cookies for Shut-

ins.  There were over 40 plates delivered as well as a large box to the Crest View Nursing 

Home, Pioneer Manor Nursing Home, Prairie Pines Lodge and the Chadron Police Depart-

ment.  It was a fun afternoon with lots of busy hands! 

 

 



8 

Thanks to all the children who participated in the Children’s Program “12 Symbols of 

Christmas” on December 18; as well as Shelby & Spencer Blundell and Josh Fernau.  

They did a wonderful job.  Also a special thanks to Shawn Hartman for playing the 

music, Jessica Fisher, Sara Taylor, Kimmi Smith and Melody Herbert for helping the 

children, the UMM for helping Santa  and a special thank you to those that made the 

sugar cookies!  What a special treat that was!   
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


