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Yesterday, I participated in a ZOOM meeting between District Superintendent Cindy Karges and the 
clergy of the Great West and Gateway Districts.  
One of pastors on the meeting shared that one of her parishioners had succumb to complications from 
COVID-19. His wife, who is already on hospice, has been exposed as well as their son. Due to the fact 
that the deceased had been in the church recently, the church had to be completely disinfected. The 
pastor had gone to see the dying man, with proper protection equipment, but now is self-isolating and 
cannot be around her husband. In response to this death and community exposure, the entire town is 
on edge and the church’s custodian quit because he did not want the responsibility of keeping the 
church virus-free. Plus he, as an older person, did not want to take the chance of getting sick himself. 
The pastor said, “I never thought it could happen here,” in reference to her small town. 
My friends, this is why all activities at the Chadron United Methodist Church are on hiatus. I was not of 
the mind that it could not happen in Chadron because I think it can and will before we get out of this 
situation and I do not want the spread to occur at our church.  
Therefore, please do not come to the church for any reason unless you are a money counter, a 
member of a committee that absolutely has to meet at the church, or are assisting in worship. If your 
church responsibilities bring you into the church, please be mindful of the physical distancing criteria 
the CDC has in place. Also, remember to wipe down the surfaces you touch with disinfectant wipes as 
you leave the church.  
Another concern we have is potential contamination on mail we receive. New guidelines tell us that mail 
should not be handled without gloves for 48 hours. For this reason, I encourage everyone who can to 
use the church’s new online giving platform, GivePlus. That way, Melody does not have to handle any 
more mail than absolutely necessary. Again, if you need help with online giving, please view the videos 
Melody uploaded to Facebook or call Melody or me. We will be happy to help you get started.  
In regards to GivePlus, I would like to share a few points. First, no matter which option you use, be it 
the direct payment from your checking account (ACH) or a payment using a credit or debit card, there is 
a transaction fee paid by the church. However, the transaction fee for ACH is significantly lower than 
the fee for using some type of a card. So, when you use our online giving platform, please consider 
choosing the ACH option. Second, if you are a regular supporter of the Chadron United Methodist 
Church, please become a recurring donor so that you do not have to enter your bank information every 
time you make a donation. Lastly, due to the fact that there is a fee every time a transaction is made, a 
monthly donation rather than a weekly donation will cost the church less in fees. Again, we cannot 
express our gratitude for your financial support, however you choose to do it. 
I know this is a difficult time for all of us but I was reminded yesterday of the invitation the prophet 
Isaiah gave to the people of God during a period of hardship and uncertainty, “Come, my people, enter 
your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until the wrath is past” 
(Isaiah 26:20). Right now, we are in our chambers, waiting for the storm to pass. Until it does, we pray: 

Faith is patience in the night, waiting for the morning light, never giving up the fight. Spirit God, give 
us faith. 

Faith is laughter in our pain, joy in pleasures that remain, trust in one we can’t explain. Spirit 
God, give us faith. 

Faith is steadfast will to live, standing firm and positive, being ready still to give, Spirit 
God, give us faith. 

Faith is courage under stress, confidence in hopelessness, greatest gift we can 
possess. Spirit God, give us faith.  

(“Faith Is Patience in the Night,” The Faith We Sing, #2211) 

Pastor Bonnie 


