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Worship With Us 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
April 13 @ 7:00 PM 

 

Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
April 14 @ 2:00 PM 

 

Good Friday Service 
April 14 @ 7:00 PM 

 

Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 
6:30 AM @ Camp Norwesca 

United Methodist Men will be serving 
coffee and rolls following the service 

 

Easter Sunday  
No Sunday School 

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study 
10:00 AM Coffee and Conversation 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
 

Easter Egg Hunt  
on the front lawn of the church following Worship Service 

 
 



 

 

THE EASTER SEASON/RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  

(Abridged and Modified) 

By Dennis Bratcher; available at http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html 

CRI/Voice, Institute; Copyright © 2009 CRI/Voice, Institute 

 
Easter or Resurrection Sunday is the day Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus the Christ from the dead. Even 
before theologians explained the death of Jesus in terms of various atonement theories, the early church saw his          
resurrection as the central witness to a new act of God in history and the victory of God in vindicating Jesus as the    
Messiah. This event marks the central faith confession of the early church and was the focal point for Christian worship. 
Easter as an annual celebration of the Resurrection has been observed at least since the fourth century. Even in churches 
that traditionally do not observe the other historic seasons of the church year, Easter has occupied a central place as the 
high point of Christian worship. 

Prior to the fourth century, Christians observed Pascha, Christian Passover, in the spring of the year. Adapted from   
Jewish Passover, Pascha was a festival of redemption and commemorated both the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus 
as the vehicle for God’s grace. Gradually by the fourth century, with an increasing emphasis on Holy Week and Good 
Friday, Easter moved into a distinctively Christian celebration of the Resurrection, with Good Friday commemorating 
Jesus’ crucifixion and death. 

Easter, like Passover, is a movable feast. That is, the date of Easter (and Passover) is not fixed but is determined by a 
system based on a lunar calendar adapted from a formula decided by the Council of Nicaea in AD 325. In this system, 
Easter is celebrated on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the Spring Equinox (the day when the sun’s 
ecliptic or apparent path in the sky crosses the equator, thus making days and nights of equal length). This usually occurs 
on March 21, which means the date of Easter can range between March 22 and April 25 depending on the lunar cycle. 
Since Jewish Passover is calculated differently, the dates for Passover and Easter do not correspond, although often the 
first Day of Passover falls during Holy Week. Much of the calendar of the Church year is determined by the date of  
Easter. 

In the Christian church year, the two major cycles of seasons, Christmas and Easter, are far more than a single day of 
observance. Like Christmas, Easter itself is a period of time rather than just a day. It is actually a seven-week season of 
the church year called Eastertide, the Great Fifty Days that begins at sundown the evening before Easter Sunday (the 
Easter Vigil) and lasts for six more Sundays until Pentecost Sunday. These seven Sundays are called the Sundays of 
Easter, climaxing on the seventh Sunday, the Sunday before Pentecost Sunday.  This is often celebrated as Ascension 
Day, although it actually falls on the 40th day after Easter Sunday, which typically puts it on a Thursday. Churches that 
do not have daily services usually observed it the following Sunday. Ascension Day marks not only the day Jesus       
returned to his heavenly home (Luke 24:51, Acts 1:9-10), but also his exaltation from servanthood to Ruler and Lord 
(Eph 1:20-22) as the fitting climax to the Easter Season. 

These special days and seasons are a means to shape sacred time, a structure in which to define what it means to be 
Christian and to call God’s people to reverent and faithful response to God. Easter encompasses a time of preparation, 
known as Lent, well as a following period of reflection on its significance for the life of God’s people. This period of 
reflection is known as the Pentecost Season, not to be confused with Pentecost Sunday. However, while Epiphany      
following Christmas focuses on the mission of God’s people to the world, the Pentecost season following Easter focuses 
on the church as the witness to the resurrection. In anticipation of this emphasis at Pentecost, the Scripture readings   
during the Sundays of Easter are different, with readings from the Acts of the Apostles replacing readings from the Old  
Testament. This emphasizes that the church, as empowered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, is the best witness to the   
resurrection and the work of God in the world in Jesus the Christ. 

The Sanctuary colors from Easter Sunday through Ascension Day are white and gold, the colors of sacred days    
throughout the church year. For the Easter season, white symbolizes the hope of the resurrection, as well as the purity 
and newness that comes from victory over sin and death.  The gold (or yellow) symbolizes the light of the world brought 
by the risen Christ that enlightens the world, as well as the exaltation of Jesus as Lord and King. During this time      
worshippers are called to celebrate God's ongoing work in the world through his people, and to acknowledge and reflect 
upon their purpose, mission, and calling as God’s people. On Pentecost Sunday, which marks the end of the Easter     
season, the predominant color is red, which signifies the work of the Holy Spirit in the church.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html


Easter should be the most openly joyful time of celebration of the church year. Celebrated against the background of the 
shadows and darkness of Lent and Holy Week, this season truly becomes a living expression of the hope that God has 
brought into the world through the death and resurrection of Jesus. Since this hope of renewal and new life, both present 
and future, is at the heart of the Good News that the church is commissioned to proclaim and live in the world, every 
possible avenue of proclaiming that Good News should be utilized.  
 

“Lead Us on Our Journey” – A Prayer for Late in Lent 
 
God, our God,  
you have called us to be a people 
on the move; 
travelling light, 
dying to live, 
ready to lose ourselves for the sake of the world. 
 
You have called us to be a people 
with a purpose; 
travelling without a map, 
travelling to where we are led, 
sustained by your Spirit, 
committed to the gospel for the hope of the world. 
 
You have called us, your people, 
to be the church. 
But we are a church with problems: 
too strong for the weak, 
too staid for the young, 
too respectable for the poor, 
too divided for mission, 
too obsessed with our own lives to think of the lives of others, 
too unsure of our message to speak to the world. 
 
Move us on our journey 
from where we are to where you want us to go. 
Open our eyes on the way 
to the people of different cultures, continents and countries, 
who can bring colour to our lives. 
 
Take us on our journey 
from where we are to what you want us to be; 
so that we become a community 
where all are welcomed and no one is excluded, 
all are valued and no one is made to feel inadequate, 
all are forgiven and no one is ashamed to belong, 
all are encouraged and no one is too hurt to come among us. 
 
Lead us on our journey 
from who we are to who you want us to be; 
so that patience is built into us, 
kindness is assumed in us, 
gentleness is part of us, 
compassion flows from us, 
truth is second nature to us, 
and the commitment of love is part of us. 
Let us go gladly on the journey towards Easter – 
the journey towards death and resurrection. 
Let us journey in the peace and power of the Spirit. 
 
Ruth Harvey; Eggs and Ashes; http://www.ionabooks.com/eggs-and-ashes-downloadable-book.html  

Pastor Bonnie 
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LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

Committee on Finance 

Responsibilities of the Committee1: 

The finance committee annually compiles a complete budget for supporting the mission 
and vision of the local church and submits the budget to the church/administrative 
council for review and adoption. Through the year, the finance committee recommends 
any changes to the approved annual budget to the church leadership team.  

The committee develops and carries out plans to raise enough income to support the    
budget that has been approved. 

Both the finance committee and each of the individual members need to engage in spiritual 
practices that build a relationship of attentiveness to God’s will and direction. Team 
members need to hold each other accountable to decisions and actions that fulfill the 
mission and vision of the church. Financial management and daily administration can 
shift any leader’s attention away from the purpose of the church to make disciples of  
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

The finance committee recommends to the church/administrative council the proper       
depositories for church funds and shall carry out the church leadership’s directions 
about administration and disbursement of funds, and about procedures for the church 
treasurer and the financial secretary. 

This committee arranges for an annual audit of financial records and makes a report of this 
audit to the charge conference. 

In congregations where there is no stewardship team or committee, the finance committee 
has responsibility for teaching disciples a biblical understanding of stewardship of all 
resources. 

The finance leaders of the church are accountable to the charge conference through the 
church council. 

 

The Committee on Finance is composed of, at a minimum, the chairperson, the pastor, the 
chairperson on Church/Administrative Council, the Lay Leader, the Lay Member to Annual 
Conference, the chairperson or representative of the Committee on Staff-Parish Relations, a 
representative of the Board of Trustees, the chairperson of Stewardship, the Financial        
Secretary, and the Church Treasurer.2  
 

1Betsey Heavner, Job Descriptions and Leadership Training in the United Methodist Church, 
2009-2012:   A Leader Development Guide.   
2The Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, 2008. 

Committee Reports 

United Methodist Men will be hosting the Easter Egg Hunt on April 16 and serving 

coffee and rolls following the Sunrise Service at Camp Norwesca. 

Christian Education Team will meet on Tuesday, April 25 at 7:00 PM to start planning 

Vacation Bible School.   
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SOUP AND PIE    

SUPPER 

Tuesday, April 11 

5:30 PM 

Everyone is Invited 

This is a free will donation toward the Koins for the 

Kitchen. This month we will be having Chicken & 

Noodle Soup.  Come enjoy some great company, fun     

entertainment and delicious food!  Entertainment 

will be Jared Fernau and his Magic Act.   

Thanks to all who have to graciously donated.  We 

have given approval for the island construction to 

begin.  We are also in the process of getting bids for 

the plumbing work and researching the sink, faucet 

and hot water heater.   

Caring for the Caregiver 

Tuesday, April 11 

7:00 PM 

In Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker—
Representative from the 

Aging Office 

 Please join us following 
the Soup and Pie Supper. 

Small Groups 

Stephanie Baumgarten’s Small Group meets         
approximately once per month.  Scheduling is fluid 
and flexible to accommodate busy schedules.  If  
anybody would like to consider joining this small 
group; they use Facebook (via secret group so it’s 
not shared publicly) to interact; and meet in person 
approximately once per month. If you are interest-
ed please contact Stephanie (402) 202-8782 for 
more information.   

Vicki K.’s Small Group meet weekly on Wednesday 
at 8:00 AM at Prairie Pines.  They are currently  
doing a Lenten Study on “40 Days with Wesley” 
and enjoying the wonderful discussions.   

The Tuesday Ladies of Christ (TLC) meet  weekly on 
Tuesday at 5:30 PM in the sanctuary at the Chadron 
UMC.  During Lent they are watching the DVD and 
studying “The Way—Walking in the Footsteps of 
Jesus” by Adam Hamilton.  This is an interesting 
study as Pastor Hamilton takes us through the Holy 
Land.   

These Small Groups are open to anyone who 
would like to attend. 

2017 Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Sunday, July 9—Thursday, July 13 

4:00 PM—7:00 PM 

Pre-School—6th Grade 

We are very excited to be able to offer Vacation Bible 

School this year.  VBS will be open to children (Pre-

School—6th Grade).  To make this a success, we need 

volunteers—parents, grandparents, high school and 

middle school students, aunts, uncles, etc.  If you are 

interested in helping and    providing this wonderful 

opportunity to the children, please contact one of the 

following: 

Jessica Fisher (308) 430-1790 

Melody Herbert (308) 430-2040 

Sara Taylor (308) 430-1363 

Pastor Bonnie McCord—(308) 289-1185 
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Fellowship Hosts:  
Staff/Pastor/Parish Relations Committee 
 
Communion Server 
Jane Druecker 
 
Liturgists  
April 2   Kay Demaree 
April 9 (Palm Sunday) Sharon Rickenbach 
April 16 (Easter)  Jane Druecker 
April 23   Rob Wahlstrom 
April 30   Vicky Morford 
 
Camera Operators 
April 2   Linda Thayer 
April 9 (Palm Sunday) Merle Morford 
April 16 (Easter)  Scott Fernau 
April 23   Sharon Rickenbach 
April 30   Tim Gaswick 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
April 2 & April 9—Bob & Sharon Rickenbach and 
Wendy and Kaci & Kellie Waugh 
April 16 & April 23—Sharon Davis, Janice German, 
Fan Grimes, Stephanie Baumgarten 
April 30 & May 7—Jeremy and Genie Anderson and 
Jeremy & Kimmi Smith 

2 Ethan Graves 

3 Nels Huffman 

 DeAnn Koerber 

4 Claire Fox 

  Cricket Haag 

6 John Wentworth 

7 Rodd Rickenbach 

 Jeremy Smith 

8 Chad Halverson 

9 Briana Foulk 

13 Aaron Sanford 

16 Ryan Trueblood 

19 April Blanford 

21 Jeff Fox 

 Fran Saunders 

22 Jessica Humphrey 

 Kevin Waugh 

24 David Blake 

25 Kim Richards 

26 Jen Brown 

 Nate Dodd 

 Shawn Eitemiller 

29 Kim Murdock 

 Janet Adams 

30 Tyler Kaus 

3  Ted & Susan Vastine 

29 Jason & Jess Blundell 

The Christian Education 

Team will be meeting on 

Tuesday, April 25 at 7:00 

PM to begin the          

planning for Vacation 

Bible School.  If you are interested in 

being a part of this event, please 

plan to attend.  All help and                

volunteers are needed and welcome! 
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Sunday, March 26 Pastor Bonnie      

recognized Alex Fisher for his involvement 

in Boy Scouts; and  Kadence Fisher and   

Kylie Mattmiller for their involvement in Girl 

Scouts.  We are very proud of each of you 

and all you do! 
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June 19-June 24 Pine Ridge Riders (Level 1) - Grades 3-12    $375/person 

June 19-June 24 F.L.C.M. Camp (Future Leaders of Camping Ministries) $275/person 

   Grades 8-12 

June 19-June 24 Fishers of Faith—Grades 3-6i     $275/person 

June 25-July 1 Senior High Camp—Grades 8-12     $275/person 

June 26-June 29 Confirmation Camp—Grades 7-12     $200/person 

July 6-July 8  My Hero and Me Camp—Grades Preschool-2   $185/camper 

July 10-July 15 Survivor Camp—Grades 6-12     $275/person 

July 10-July 15 Wild Water—Grades 3-6      $275/person 

July 24-July 29 MADD Camp (Music, Art, Drama, and Dance)   $275/person 

   Grades 3-12 

July 24-July 29 Junior High Camp—Grades 6-8     $275/person 

July 28-July 30 Family Camp—All Ages (Fee includes 1 child & 1 adult) $185 

July 31-August 5 Pine Ridge Riders (Level 2) - Grades 3-12   $375/person 

July 31-August 5 Destination Science—Grades 3-12     $275/person 

July 31-August 5 Niobrara Adventure Camp—Grades 6i-12   $375/person 

August 11-13  Adult Camp—Ages 18+      $185/person 

Register Online @ www.Norwesca.org or call (308) 432-3872 for registration form 

2017 Summer Camp 

Schedule 

Camp Norwesca Work Day 

April 22 in conjunction with CSC’s Big Event 

9:00 am—5:00 pm 

Please join us for a fun work day.  Experience the beauty of camp 

while enjoying the outdoors.  What a great way to meet someone 

new, witness CSC students giving back to the community, and   

fellowship.  A light lunch and water will be provided.   

Bring:  Paint scrapers, gloves, window cleaner, squeegees, power washer, eye 

protection, chainsaws, trailers, mules/4-wheelers, buckets, 

rakes, shovels, hammers, paint brushes, left over white 

paint, skid-steers.  We do have some shovels and equipment. 

Questions—Call (308) 432-3871 
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March Soup and Pie Supper 

On Tuesday, March 14 the Soup and Pie Supper was held.  Potato soup was served along with 

beer bread, cheese and desserts.  For entertainment Kellee Gooder and Pastor Bonnie did 

“Methodist March Madness” to quiz the audience—do you know the top 5 reasons Methodist’s 

always sit in the back pews, the shortest Bible verses, the names of the Apostles, the 5  Altar 

Cloth colors, the top 5 Irish tunes, and many more.  It was not only entertaining, but            

educational.  Was a fun evening and thank you Kellee and Pastor Bonnie for being our gra-

cious game hosts! 

 

 

Campus Ministry Bible Study 

Campus Ministries Bible Study meets Monday evenings at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall.  They 

are having a study/discussion of “Religions of the World”.  Everyone is  welcome to attend all 

or any lessons that may be of interest to you. 

April 3—Islam 
April 10– Hinduism 

April 17—Buddhism 
April 24—Minor Eastern Religions 

May 1—Miscellaneous Religions of the  United States 
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To Cy & Shawn Hartman and family for the loss of Shawn’s 
mother 

Joan Heiting 
December 19, 1934—March 7, 2017 

 
To Alyssa Stacy & Jason Johnson, Joni King, Jan Adams and 

family for the loss of their infant son, grandson and great 
grandson 

Russell Lee Johnson 
 

   To Deek Dierksen and Family for the loss of wife & mother 
   Grace Dierksen  

   November 14, 1933—March 7, 2017 

Good Friday Stations of  the Cross 

2:00 PM 

The Way of the Cross, also known as the Stations of the Cross, have 
been used as a form of devotion since the fifth century. The fourteen 
traditional Stations of the Cross mark the passages from the          
moment Jesus was condemned to death until his burial in the tomb. 
The Way of the Cross was originally developed and used by       
Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land, and it came to be identified with 

the Lenten season to prepare the people of God for the season of repentance that Lent 
represents — although it can be used at other times of devotion. 
 

Protestant churches objected to this devotional form because some of the traditional     
stations include some "stations" that are not grounded in Scripture. For this reason,      
participation in The Way of the Cross waned over the centuries in Protestant churches. 
However, this devotion seen a revival in some denominations after the non-scriptural     
stations were replaced with those found in the biblical Passion story.  

 

On Friday, April 14 at 2 p.m., we will walk the biblical Way, or Stations, of the Cross. Please 
come join us. We will begin and end at the United Methodist Church. 
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If you would like to purchase an Easter Lily 

Plant to be placed in the church on Easter 

Sunday, we will be taking orders through 

April 12.  Lilies will be $10/each and the 

order forms are on the information table in 

the Narthex.  The lily plants will be placed 

around the church rather than in the    

sanctuary to help with those that have    

allergies to the plants.   
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Kid's Corner 

Color Me 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


